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Continued on p. 3

With the sin of Adam and Eve serious consequenc-
es fell upon the entire race of men. Recognizing the 
inability of men to rise from this accursed state, God 
Himself pronounced the remedy. I will put enmities 
between thee and the woman, and thy seed and her 
seed: she shall crush thy head, and thou shalt lie in 
wait for her heel.1 The curses of sin would be con-
quered by the blessings promised by God through the 
woman and her seed. 

Throughout the ages, men have been prepared 
to receive these blessings. With time, details of the 
Redeemer become more clear. Through Revelation, 
God made known the lineage of the God-man; He also 
made a covenant with Israel to prefigure and teach of 
the Redeemer; through the prophets, God announces 
the final covenant, the Church, and the one sacrifice 

to last to the end of ages. All this promised through 
the seed. St. Paul acknowledges these great favors: 
who are Israelites, to whom belongeth the adoption 
as of children, and the glory, and the testament, 
and the giving of the law, and the service of God, 
and the promises: whose are the fathers, and of 
whom is Christ, according to the flesh, who is over 
all things, God blessed forever. Amen.2

The Promise
God begins the preparation of his arrival by 

drawing the faithful Abraham away from Ur of the 
Chaldees. From Abraham, God promises to raise 
up a nation from which the Redeemer would come. 
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Letter from 
the Chaplain

Dear Tertiaries,

Priests are continuously learning and often from their 
faithful! Find within a request for profession into the Third 
Order. The letter is very edifying. It highlights well the 
mind and desire of a tertiary. Perhaps it can serve to re-
kindle similar sentiments in other tertiaries.

Also within is an article for your meditation on Christ. 
I remind you these articles are intended to be formative 
and elevate your meditation. I am well aware of the fact 
the articles can be a difficult read. My intention from the 
outset was to provide material to chew on for more than 
one quick read. Take sections or paragraphs and turn 
them into topics for your silent prayer.

As the season of lent is upon us, I encourage Tertiaries 
to avail of the holy sacrifice of the Mass. In places where 
the Mass is available on a daily basis, resolution for more 
frequent attendance is a good penance to offer Our Lord. 

Likewise, I remind tertiaries of the rule of attending a 
retreat every two years. Retreats are quality moments in 
the spiritual life. Aside from withdrawing from the world 

A Homily from St. Bede 
the Venerable, Priest

At that time, when it was late, the ship was in 
the midst of the sea, and Jesus alone on the land, 
etc.

The work of the disciples at their rowing and the 
adverse wind signify the manifold troubles of holy 
Church. Buffeted by the waves of a hostile world and 
the winds of unclean spirits, she makes every effort 
to arrive at the shores of heavenly peace as in a safe 
harbor. Therefore, it is well said that the ship was 
upon the open sea, and He alone upon shore; for of-
ten the Church is not only beset, but also besmeared 
by such fury on the part of unbelievers that it seems 
her Savior had utterly abandoned her for the time 
being – were that indeed possible. 

And so, the voice of the Church caught in the 
stormy waves of raging temptations, is heard cry-

ing for His help beseechingly: ‘Why, O Lord, do 
You stand aloof? Why hide in times of distress?’ 
Likewise, in the following verses of this psalm she 
lays bare the thoughts of her hostile enemy: ‘He says 
in his heart, ‘God has forgotten; He hides His face, 
He never sees.’

Yet He is not unmindful of the poor man’s prayer, 
nor does He turn His countenance from those who 
hope in Him. Rather He strengthens those who 
wrestle with the enemy, that they may be victori-
ous and bestows upon the victors an eternal crown. 
Therefore, this too is said: ‘He saw how they were 
straining at the oars.’ Yes, the Lord sees those who 
struggle at sea, though He Himself stands upon the 
shore. Though He may seem too delay His help a 
while, He strengthens them with glimpses of His 
goodness and keeps them from weakening during 
their tribulations. And sometimes He even over-
comes their difficulties by visible help, and rescues 
them, as if once again calmly walking over the roll-
ing waves.

and having some refreshment with this, it is also a great 
opportunity to make significant steps in the spiritual life. 
Oftentimes tertiaries contact me about Third Order re-
treats. It is not necessary to attend a specific retreat, but 
any retreat. When Archbishop Lefebvre established this 
rule for tertiaries, to my knowledge there were no such 
Third Order retreats. Most of the retreats preached at our 
retreat houses are Ignatian retreats. The fruits of these 
retreats and the spirituality attached to them cannot be 
praised enough and certainly it would be the norm to at-
tend these Ignatian retreats. 

Moreover, just a simple reminder for Third Order dues 
at the beginning of the year. The dues make these publica-
tions possible. 

Wishing you a holy lent,
In our crucified Lord,

Fr. Adam Purdy
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Because thou hast done this thing, and hast not 
spared thy only begotten son for my sake; I will 
bless thee and I will multiply thy seed as the stars 
of heaven, and as the sand that is by the sea shore. 
Thy seed shall possess the gates of their enemies 
and in thy seed shall all nations of the earth be 
blessed…3 St. Paul comments on these promises to 
Abraham: To Abraham were the promises made 
and to his seed. He saith not, ‘And to his seeds’, 
as of many: but as of one, ‘And to thy seed’, which 
is Christ.4 The same is promised to his grandson 
Jacob: Thou shalt spread abroad to the west and to 
the east, and to the north and to the south; and in 
thee and thy seed all the nations of the earth shall 
be blessed.5 So it is, the Redeemer would be of the 
lineage of Abraham, He would come to the world of 
the children of Israel.

At the death of Jacob, prophecies are made con-
cerning his twelve sons. Of Juda, Jacob prophesied: 
The scepter shall not be taken away from Juda, 
nor a ruler from his thigh., till he come that is to 
be sent, and he shall be the expectation of nations. 
Tying his foal to the vineyard, and his ass, O my 
son, to the vine. He shall wash his robe in wine, 
and his garment in the blood of the grape. His eyes 
are more beautiful than wine, and his teeth whiter 
than snow.6 The promised seed who would crush the 
head of the serpent would therefore be of the tribe 
of Juda. Also noteworthy are the prophecies of the 
passion of Christ intertwined with this prophecy of 
his kingship.

Hundreds of years later, God speaks to David: 
And when thy days shall be fulfilled, and thou shalt 
sleep with thy fathers, I will raise up thy seed after 
thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I 
will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house 
to my name, and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever.7 This passage undoubtedly refers 
to Solomon who built the first temple, nevertheless, it 
also refers to the Redeemer, the only one whose king-
dom can be forever. Therefore, the promised seed 
would be of the children of David. This is confirmed 
by St. Paul in his letter to the Romans: …the gospel of 
God which he promised before, by his prophets, in 
the holy scriptures, concerning his Son, who was 
made to him of the seed of David, according to the 
flesh.8 

Still, centuries later, Isaias prophesied: And there 
shall come a redeemer to Sion, and to them that 
return from iniquity in Jacob, saith the Lord. This 
is my covenant with them, saith the Lord: My spirit 

that is in thee, and my words that I have put in 
thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor 
out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth 
of thy seed’s seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth 
and forever.9 This is a prophecy again pointing to 
the kingship of Christ, as Sion is the mount in which 
David built his house. The language also points to the 
perpetuity of the Church which the Redeemer, the 
Seed, will germinate.

In the Fullness of Time
Understanding the great lapse of time until the 

coming of the Promised Seed, it is valuable to con-
sider some reasons for the delay. In his book In the 
Likeness of Christ, Fr. Edward Leen provides some 
concise insights regarding this subject.

God from the beginning, saw and had ever dis-
tinctly before His eyes the knowledge that the fact 
of the Incarnation was one of transcendent impor-
tance—was a work that was worthy of God Himself. 
In the merciful designs of the Almighty, the as-
sumption of created nature by a Divine Person 
was the culminating event in creation. It was to 
this event, then, that everything human should 
be made to converge, and from it that everything 
human should derive its significance. Wherefore it 
was eminently befitting that there should be long 
centuries of preparation. It belonged to the dignity 
of the Word Incarnate that He should not make His 
appearance in the world from the very beginning. 
St. Thomas, commenting on the text, ‘when came 
the fullness of time,’ writes with great apposite-
ness: ‘It was eminently becoming, that, the more 
august the dignity of the judge that was to come, 
the more extended should be the line of the prophets 
that were deputed to announce His coming.’10 Men’s 
minds were to be educated to have a just concep-
tion of the extraordinary mystery itself and of the 
Infinite Goodness and Condescension of God that 
made it possible. A people had to be set apart and 
placed under a special Providence in order that 
the primitive tradition should be preserved incor-
rupt. The destinies of that people were meant to 
typify the wanderings of humanity in search of a 
Savior. Its religion, rites, and ceremonies, and the 
visions of the prophets set forth in outline, at first 
obscurely, and as time went on in ever more precise 
details, the character, the life and fate of the prom-
ised Redeemer. This long series of centuries was, 
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in a manner, the orderly and dignified unfolding of 
some splendid ceremonial that was to prepare and 
lead up to the entry into this world of the ‘Desired 
of Nations,’ the Son of God Himself. St. Paul says: 
‘God who at sundry times and in diverse manners, 
spoke in times past to the fathers by the prophets, 
last of all, in these days, hath spoken to us by His 
Son, Whom He had appointed heir of all things.’11

Fr. Leen provides still another reason with St. 
Thomas: ‘It was with surpassing wisdom that God 
did not send His Son hard on the fall of man. He 
left man, at first, to the unimpeded exercise of his 

free will, in order that, under the exigencies of the 
natural law, he might experience what his own 
natural forces were capable of achieving. After 
failure under the law of nature, God gave man for 
his guidance the Law of Moses. But under this mat-
ters grew worse, not through the fault of the law, 
but through the viciousness of fallen nature. God 
permitted all this so that man recognizing his own 
weakness might e obliged to call aloud for a (super-
human) physician to heal his wounds and to look 
for grace to aid his efforts after good.’12 Had Christ 
immediately regenerated the world after Adam’s 

Letter to Fr. Purdy

Dear Reverend Father Purdy,

It has been nearly nine months since I made my act of 
postulancy into the Third Order of the SSPX and I would 
like to now give you, Father, my reasons for intending to 
make my first profession in December if it be God’s Will.

Before I state my reasons, I should like to thank you, 
Father, for the absolutely beautiful mailings that you 
have sent to me as a postulant. You have offered your life 
and love to Our Lord in the eternal priesthood and your 
writings are truly evident proof of your absolute adher-
ence to the Will of God in Divine Providence. Thank you 
for all your efforts; they have truly assisted my medita-
tions and have encouraged my promises as a postulant.

Father, I truly desire to treat my first year of postu-
lancy and upcoming first profession into the Third Order 
as almost like a religious profession for laity who wish to 
offer their hearts, lives, love, prayers and sacrifices for 
the glorification of God. I wish to be a humble handmaid 
of the Lord, to offer my ‘fiat’ to Divine Providence unre-
servedly, to the best of my ability with God’s help. I wish 
to offer my little acts of love and childlike dependence 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus in total confidence and as 
a reparation of love. In short, Father, I wish to offer my 
heart to the Church, despite my constant failings, in 
order to ask for the graces to become a saint. With our 
Lord and our Lady as my closest friends and confidants, 
I desire to fulfill my obligations to the Third Order for my 
entire life on this earth with God’s help and guidance. I 
desire to aid the Church and the SSPX firstly, by deepen-
ing and perfecting my life and prayer, meditation, love, 

penance and almsgiving; secondly, by living as a Catholic 
and setting a Catholic example to all those around me, to 
uplift their souls to God by seeing our Lord in my words 
and works; thirdly, by living a life of sacrifice united to 
the Mass, being willing to offer my services and contri-
butions to the Catholic Church to further the Traditional 
Faith, no matter how much is asked of me, nor how often. 
I ask of the Sacred Heart that I may purify my heart by 
frequent confession and reception of Holy Communion. 
I wish to really and truly give my all too the Sacred Heart 
with the desire to rest dependent as a child upon His 
wounded breast for eternity, listening to the living beats 
of His Heart.

I wish to ask of our sweet Lord and benevolent Lady 
to bless the SSPX, all of its bishops and priests, reli-
gious and laity as well as the pope and all members of 
the Catholic Church to persevere in the Faith, making all 
hearts beat in union with the heart of the Church. May 
we ask Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre to guide our apos-
tolic works in all joy, humility, and conformity with God’s 
will.

During these last two months before my first profes-
sion, I ask for your prayers, Father. Be assured that you 
are remembered in mine as well as the other members of 
the Third Order of the SSPX.

Please, if there is anything lacking or an important 
point that I have neglected, I would be so honored if you 
would correct my negligence.

Your grateful servant…
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fall, man would have attributed to 
himself the perfection of things to 
which he would, from the begin-
ning, have been habituated. He had 
to experience palpably what the 
world would be without Christ—
what man could make of it by his 
unaided reason.

The Anointed One
So it is that God would prepare 

this great work and, at the same 
time, make man understand his 
inability to rise without God. The 
value and extension, moreover the 
manner of this work, would be high-
lighted with the emergence of another title for this 
expected Redeemer. This is the name Christ, mean-
ing anointed one. 

The Catechism of Trent teaches this title is an 
expression of honor and office, and is not particular 
to one thing only, but common to many.13 In the Old 
Testament, kings and priests were anointed.

Priest

The title of Christ is established with the anointing 
of Aaron, the first high priest of the Levitical priest-
hood. Thou shalt clothe Aaron with his vestments, 
that is, with the linen garment and the tunic, and 
the ephod and the rational, which thou shalt gird 
with the girdle. And thou shalt put the mitre upon 
his head, and the holy plate upon the mitre. And 
thou shalt pour the oil of unction upon his head; 
and by this rite shall he be consecrated. This conse-
cration of Aaron is later commemorated by David in 
the psalms: Behold how good and pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity: like the precious 
ointment on the head, that ran down the beard, the 
beard of Aaron, which ran down the skirt of his 
garment.14

Priests are charged with a sacred function—to 
offer sacrifice. This is their office: they are to stand 
between God and men, offering the prayers and 
adoration of men to God, and the pardon and mercy 
of God to men. For this they are selected by God. This 
is shown in dramatic fashion in the book of Numbers 
when Dathan, Core, and Abiron revolt, asserting 
they should be priests. God punishes them by open-

ing the earth: and they went down 
alive into hell, the ground closing 
upon them, and they perished from 
among the people.15 St. Paul likewise 
affirms the selection of the priest 
by God saying: Neither doth any 
man take the honor to himself, but 
he that is called by God, as Aaron 
was.16 

Let us also consider the mandate 
of God regarding the oil of unction. 
And thou shalt make the holy oil of 
unction, and ointment compound-
ed after the art of the perfumer, 
and therewith thou shalt anoint 
the tabernacle of the testimony, 
and the ark of the testament, and 
the table with the vessels thereof, 

the candlestick and furniture thereof, the altars 
of incense, and of holocaust, and all the furnish-
ings that belongeth to the service of them. And thou 
shalt sanctify all, and they shall be most holy: he 
that shall touch them shall be sanctified. Thou shalt 
anoint Aaron and his sons, and shalt sanctify them, 
that they may do the office of priesthood unto me. 
And thou shalt say to the children of Israel: This oil 
of unction shall be holy unto me throughout your 
generations. The flesh of man shall not be anointed 
therewith, and you shall not make none other of 
the same composition, because it is sanctified, 
and shall be holy unto you. What man soever shall 
compound such, and shall give thereof to a stranger, 
he shall be cut off from his people. God reserves with 
pain of severe penalty, the compounding and use of 
this oil. At this point in Revelation it is reserved solely 
for the things and persons of divine worship. Thus, 
one who is anointed, a Christus, strictly concerns 
divine worship. 

Why the choice of oil? There are two uses for oil 
with regard to human application. The first is healing. 
We see this in the man who falls among robbers on 
the road to Jericho. And going up to him, bound up 
his wounds, pouring in oil and wine…17 The second 
is strengthening. Strengthening could be considered 
the flip side of the same coin presuming application 
was sought only with a wound. This is not the case. 
People also use oil to make their skin stronger and 
healthier, not simply healed. One could use chapstick 
even when their lips are not cracked. This would 
strengthen them so as to prevent cracking. Thus, oils 
are also used for strengthening. This is in fact, the 
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understanding in the sacraments 
of Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Holy Orders. 

Aaron was anointed priest. The 
particular selection of oil by God 
and its corresponding reserved 
use, was intended to highlight the 
divine calling of Aaron. The cer-
emony is a sign: the anointing with 
oil signifies the divine strengthen-
ing for the office. 

King

Much later in the history of 
Israel, the first king is chosen. 
Once again, oil will be used to 
highlight the divine call of the 
king. And as they were going 
down in the end of the city, 
Samuel said to Saul: speak to the 
servant to go before us, and pass 
on: but stand thou still a while, that I may tell thee 
the word of the Lord. And Samuel took a little vial 
of oil and poured it upon his head, and kissed him, 
and said: Behold the Lord hath anointed thee to be 
prince over his inheritance and thou shalt deliver 
his people out of the hands of their enemies that are 
found about them. And this shall be a sign unto thee 
that God hath anointed thee to be prince.18

To keep the precedent set by God, David also is 
anointed. This is yet while Saul is living and was to 
establish the fact that the next king of Israel would 
not be the son of Saul, but rather another worthier 
of the position. And Samuel said to Isai: Are here 
all thy sons? He answered: There remaineth yet a 
young one, who keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said 
to Isai: Send and fetch him, for we will not sit down 
till he come hither. He sent therefore and brought 
him. Now he was ruddy and beautiful too behold, 
and of a comely face. And the Lord said: Arise, 
and anoint him, for this is he. Then Samuel took 
the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of 
his brethren: and the spirit of the Lord came upon 
David from that day forward.19

The Christ

Priests and kings are thus christi. Nevertheless, 
this does not explain how a name that applies to 
many persons somehow historically comes to desig-
nate only one person. It is clear from many passages 

in the new testament that the Israelites are expecting 
one person. When asked, St. John the Baptist admit-
ted: And he confessed and did not deny: and he con-
fessed: I am not the Christ.20 Again Peter confesses: 
Thou art Christ, the Son of the living God.21 Martha 
likewise confesses: She saith to him: Yea, Lord, I 
have believed that thou art Christ the Son of the 
living Good, who art come into this world.22 Caiphas 
also demanded of Jesus: I adjure thee by the living 
God, that thou tell us if thou be the Christ the Son of 
God.23 

How is it the Israelites come to this knowledge and 
expectation of the one Christ? This designation is 
wonderfully accomplished by God Himself through 
Revelation. The numerous references to the final 
covenant, the Church, and the perpetual sacrifice 
shape the understanding of the final priest, the priest 
of priests, the great high priest. This is the one priest 
for whom all other priests were a type and figure. And 
presently the Lord, whom you seek… shall come to 
his temple. Behold he cometh saith the Lord of hosts. 
And he shall sit refining and cleansing the silver, 
and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and shall refine 
them as gold, and as silver, and they shall offer 
sacrifices to the Lord.24 He is the Priest, the expected 
anointed one—the Christ. It is likewise the many ref-
erences to the leader, the prince, and the ruler which 
shape the understanding of the great king, the king of 
kings, whose kingdom will remain forever. I shall see 
him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not near. 
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A star shall rise out of Jacob and a scepter shall 
spring up from Israel: and shall strike the chiefs 
of Moab, and shall waste all the children of Seth… 
Out of Jacob shall he come that shall rule, and shall 
destroy the remains of the city.25 And again: And 
thou, Bethlehem Ephrata, art a little one among the 
thousands of Juda, out of thee shall he come forth 
unto me that is to be the ruler in Israel: and his 
going forth is from the beginning, from the days 
of eternity.26 He is the King, the expected anointed 
one—the Christ. 

The Anointing of Christ
When then was Jesus anointed? It may come as a 

surprise, but there is no moment in the gospels when 
Christ is anointed. It is paradoxical that The Anointed 
One Himself would not be physically anointed. Yet, 
prophecy indicates that He will be anointed. Seventy 

weeks are shortened upon thy people, and upon thy 
holy city…and vision and prophecy may be fulfilled: 
and the saint of saints may be anointed. Know 
thou therefore, and take notice: that from the going 
forth of the word, to build up Jerusalem again, unto 
Christ the prince, there shall be seven weeks, and 
sixty-two weeks. And after sixty-two weeks Christ 
will be slain…27 In what manner was this anointing?

The anointing of Christ is a spiritual one. This 
happens at the moment of the Incarnation. There are 
several elements that concur in the same moment of 
the Incarnation. The first is that God miraculously 
supplies for the absence of a man in human reproduc-
tion. The second is that the Virgin Mary begins to 
form from her own blood cells the body of Christ. The 
third element is the creation of the soul, thus complet-
ing the human nature of Jesus. Lastly, God unites His 
divine nature to the human nature in His own person. 
This last element is called the grace of union, or the 
hypostatic union.
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Grace of Union
It is important for our purposes to consider this 

grace of union as a perfection to the human nature. 
Saying this, it is not at all implied that nature calls for 
this perfection or arrives at this point through some 
kind of natural process. Moreover, it is a perfection to 
the human nature, but it is only Christ who possesses 
this; God is not Incarnate in any other individual hu-
man nature. 

Pursuing this line of thought—any grace is, in a 
way, a perfection. Actual graces are transient helps 
from God to elevate and perfect the mind and will in 
pursuing of some good. Sanctifying grace is a perfec-
tion of soul, elevating and transforming it to a super-
natural state of being, quickening it for supernatural 
operation. This is accomplished by the infusion of the 
likeness of God into the soul. Sacramental grace is a 
perfection; a specific aid instigated by the sacrament 
perfecting the effects and purpose of the sacrament 
in the recipient. Even the gifts of God are perfections, 
elevating the action of man to a divine level, beyond 
that of the theological virtues.

Similarly, the grace of union is a kind of perfec-
tion. With this grace, the human nature is elevated 
and perfected, strengthened beyond the merely natu-
ral. By the grace of union, the actions flowing from 
the human nature are divine; they are the action of 
God. When men in the state of grace perform super-
naturally good works, they act godly. This is because 
of the presence of grace in the soul. When Christ 
in his human nature acts, by virtue of the grace of 
union, his actions are not godly or God-like; they are 
God’s actions.

This grace of union, this strengthening of the 
human nature, is the spiritual anointing of Christ. 
The moment of the Incarnation is the moment of this 
grace of union. In the above cited passage of David 
and his anointing, it states:  And the Spirit of the 
Lord came upon David from that day forward. For 
Christ, holy writ states the same: And there shall 
come forth a rod out of the root of Jesse, and a 
flower shall rise up out of his root. And the spirit of 
the Lord shall rest upon him: the spirit of wisdom, 
and of understanding, the spirit of counsel, and of 
fortitude, the spirit of knowledge, and godliness. 
And he shall be filled with the spirit of the fear of 
the Lord.28 The psalms also speak of the excellence 
of Christ and his anointing: Thou art beautiful above 
the sons of men: grace is poured abroad in thy lips; 
therefore, hath God blessed thee forever. With thy 

comeliness and thy beauty set out, proceed pros-
perously, and reign. Thy throne, O God, is forever 
and ever: the scepter of thy kingdom is a scepter of 
uprightness. Thou hast love justice and hated in-
iquity: therefore, God, thy God, hath anointed thee 
with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.29 This oil 
of gladness is the grace of union which occurs at the 
moment of the Incarnation.

Jesus is therefore the Christ expected for centu-
ries. Jesus is the great king spoken of in prophecy, 
anointed to rule and lead men to salvation. Jesus 
is the great high priest, prefigured in the Levitical 
priesthood. It is he who is destined by His sacrifice 
to cleanse our conscience from dead works, to serve 
the living God.30
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Saint Joseph’s  
Prison Ministry
Join us in this Corporal Work of Mercy to provide Catho-

lic materials to prisoners all over the country. Join us to 

write Catholic prisoners to provide comfort and example 

in the Faith. Contact: 

Joe Ardizzone 

PO Box 133, Watkins, CO 80137 

303 261 4034  – JoeLongspoon@gmail.com 

Money donations (tax deductible) can also be sent to 

Angelus Press on behalf of St Joseph’s Prison Ministry
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