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When we study attentively the Epistles of St. Paul, 
it is evident that for him all is summed up in the prac-
tical knowledge of the mystery of Christ.

He writes to the Ephesians: According to revela-
tion, the mystery has been made known to me, as 
I have written above in a few words; as you read-
ing, may understand my knowledge in the mys-
tery of Christ… to me the least of all the saints, is 
given this grace, to preach among the Gentiles, the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, and to enlighten all 
men, that they may see what is the dispensation of 
the mystery which hath been hidden from eternity 
in God.

It is of this mystery, although ineffable, that I in-
tend, with God’s grace, to speak. I will presently show 
to what an intimate degree this mystery is ours: it is 
the very subject of this first conference.

First it will be useful for us to consider for a few 
moments how St. Paul spoke of this important and 
fruitful truth of which Christ in person appointed him 
the herald. And from whom better than from him can 
we learn how vital the knowledge of this mystery is 
for our souls!

To Know Christ
As you know, it is on the morrow of his conversion 

that St. Paul receives the mission of making known 
the name of Jesus. From this moment, he has noth-
ing more at heart than to fulfill this mission.  If he 
undertakes numerous and perilous voyages, if he 
preaches without intermission in the synagogues, at 
the Areopagus, before the Jews, before the learned 
men of Athens and before the Roman procurators; if, 
even in prison, he writes long letters to the faithful; if 
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Letter from 
the Chaplain

Dear Tertiaries,
With this issue, I would like to take a moment to touch 

again the purpose of the Third Order. All of you have be-
come tertiaries in order to grow in holiness. By becoming 
a tertiary, you embrace a certain rule of life. The Rule of 
the Third Order is not to be considered a material com-
mitment of daily items to be accomplished. It is not a list 
of things you need to do. Jesus said, Come, follow me. 
The Apostles did not respond, what will we have to do? 
The Third Order is about becoming something; it is about 
modifying or changing your life; it is about spiritual growth 
and transformation in Christ—becoming Christ-like and a 
saint. 

Unworthy though I am, I wish now to consecrate my ac-
tions of the coming year, and offer them to Thee, for my 
own sanctification… With these words of the postulant, 
what actions specifically does the tertiary engage in? The 
acts of real spiritual growth are daily Mass (when possi-
ble), spiritual reading, and silent prayer (mental prayer). 
These are the means of sanctification for all members of 
the Society of St. Pius X. I encourage all tertiaries to ap-
proach these with a renewed vigor and to put out of your 
life those things that damage the devout practice of these 
exercises.

Tertiaries also look to the Society for direction and 
guidance. The spirit of the Society shapes its members. 
This spirit comes through sermons, conferences, re-
treats, spiritual direction, the sacrament of penance, and 
even the quarterly newsletter. Sometimes those outside 
Society circles ask for admission into the Third Order. 
For this to happen, I put the burden upon them to dem-
onstrate they have enough nourishment from the Society 
so as to be shaped by it. At the same time, those within 
Society circles should be making enough use of the above 
mentioned in order to foster the spirit of the Society. 

Let all tertiaries consider the efforts being made to so-
lidify this branch of the SSPX family. The quarterly news-
letters are part of these efforts. It grieves me to hear that 
some members do not read it or are even unaware of its 

existence (even though it reaches the mailbox!) I encour-
age tertiaries to speak of this newsletter to make sure it 
reaches all members.  

I would like to point out the necessity of yearly dues. This 
has been mentioned in a previous issue. The yearly dues 
are $25. The check should be made payable to SSPX Third 
Order and not to my name.  With over 1200 members it 
should be easy to have the necessary funds to print these 
newsletters. Unfortunately, not more than 200 members 
pay dues. This has led to a fund crisis. Thank you for all 
those who have paid the annual dues. For those who have 
not paid, it would be greatly appreciated if you pay this 
so as to keep these printings going. Someone suggested 
that I hold a fundraiser for the Third Order. With so many 
fundraisers going on everywhere, this would be truly bur-
densome. Moreover, the Third Order is an individual com-
mitment into specific means of personal sanctity. It is not 
an active apostolate. Tertiaries should not be burdened in 
this way. Yearly dues are not a fundraiser; it is simply ev-
eryone paying for their pens and paper for the year. 

Last year during Advent, I gave a series of conferences 
on Marriage. I have been told the conferences are very 
good (I suppose a lot of people tell the priest that!). The 
approach is practical and the conferences cover issues 
that oftentimes are unspoken of. I wish to make these 
available for tertiaries. The price of $10 seems reasonable 
for three discs, as well as to cover production and ship-
ping. Please write me or email me if you are interested.

Lastly, the deadline for signing up for the Third Order 
pilgrimage to Quito, Ecuador is November 30. To date, 
there are still places available. Please contact me at frpur-
dy@sspx.net if you wish to attend this pilgrimage. 

In Christ,

Fr. Adam Purdy
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he suffers a thousand persecutions, it is in order that 
he may carry the name of Christ before Gentiles, and 
kings, and the children of Israel.ii

It is above all from his preaching to the pagan na-
tions of whom he was constituted the apostle, that we 
grasp most vividly with what intensity St. Paul lives 
by this mystery. He comes before the pagan world so 
as to regenerate, renew and save it. And what does he 
bring to this corrupted society whose utter depravity 
he describes in such terrible terms? Does he bring 
the advantages of birth? The wisdom of philoso-
phers? The knowledge of the learned? The strength of 
conquerors?

The Apostle has none of these things. He declares 
that he is as one born out of due time; he writes to 
the Corinthians: I was with you in weakness and 
in fear and in much trembling… He reminds the 
Galatians that it was in infirmity of the flesh that 
he preached the Gospel to them heretofore. Thus 
he brings neither an attractive appearance, nor the 
prestige of learning, nor the authority of natural wis-
dom, nor splendor of eloquence, nor charm of human 
language; all this he disdains: I came not to you in 
loftiness of speech or of wisdom… my speech and 
my preaching was not in the persuasive words of 
human wisdom… not in the wisdom of this world. 

What then does he bring? Nothing but Christ, and 
Him crucified:  For I judged not myself to know any-
thing among you but Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. 
He sums up all his preaching in this knowledge; all 
his doctrine is contained in this mystery.

He is so penetrated with it that he makes it the one 
object of his prayer for his disciples: For this cause 
I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ… that He would grant you… to be strength-
ened by His Spirit with might unto the inward 
man, that… you may be able to comprehend, with 
all the saints, what is the breadth, and length, and 
height, and depth [of the mystery of His Son]; to 
know also the charity of Christ, which surpasseth 
all knowledge, that you may be filled [by Christ] 
unto all the fullness of God.

What a wonderful prayer! How it makes us realize 
the Apostle’s innermost conviction and the ardor of 
his soul to make this conviction shared by others! 
Moreover, this prayer is unceasing. We…cease not to 
pray for you, and to beg that you may be filled with 
the knowledge of His will, in all wisdom, and spiri-
tual understanding.

Why, then, does St. Paul constantly revert to this 
subject to the point of making it the one doctrinal 

theme of his preaching? Why does he offer to God 
such earnest and continuous supplications for his 
Christians? Why does he burn with longing to see the 
mystery of Christ not only known but experienced by 
all Christians? For notice that he does not address 
his epistles only to a few of the initiated, but to all the 
faithful of the Churches that he has founded. These 
lines are intended to be read publicly in the Christian 
assemblies. What is his underlying motive in all this?

The Apostle himself reveals it in his letter to the 
Colossians: I would have you know what manner 
of care I have for you… that [your] hearts may 
be… instructed in charity, and unto all riches of 
fullness of understanding, unto the knowledge of 
the mystery of God the Father and of Christ Jesus 
in Who are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge.

This last phrase shows us how convinced Paul is 
that we have all things in Christ: How hath he not 
also given us all things? That in Him nothing is 
wanting to us in any grace: and this Christ Who was 
yesterday, today, and the same forever.  To raise the 
fallen world, St. Paul brings only one means: Christ, 
and Christ crucified. It is true that this mystery is a 
stumbling block for the Jews and foolishness for the 
Grecian sages, but it contains the virtue of the Divine 
Spirit Who alone can renew the face of the earth. In 
Christ alone can be found all the wisdom, and justice, 
and sanctification, and redemption: of which souls 
have need in all ages. And this is why St. Paul makes 
the whole formation of the inward man consist in the 
practical knowledge of the mystery of Jesus. 

The Father in Christ
Moreover, in this, the Apostle, instructed by 

Christ Himself, is only the faithful echo of His Divine 
Master. In that ineffable prayer after the Last Supper, 
in which our Savior allows all the tenderness of His 
blessed soul to overflow before His enraptured dis-
ciples, at the supreme moment of His earthly exis-
tence, we hear these words: Father…this is eternal 
life:  that they may know Thee, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom Thou has sent. 

We thus learn, from the lips of Jesus Himself, from 
the infallible Truth, that all Christian life—of which 
eternal life is but the regular unfolding and natural 
term—is summed up in the practical knowledge of 
God and of His Son.

You will at once say that we do not see God: No 
one has seen God at any time. That is true. We shall 

Continued from p. 1
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know God perfectly only when we see Him face 
to face in eternal beatitude. But, here below, God 
manifests Himself to our faith through His Son Jesus. 
Christ, the Incarnate Word, is the great revelation 
of God to the world: The light has shined in our 
hearts… in the face of Christ Jesus. Christ is God 
appearing amongst men, conversing with them, 
under the skies of Judea, and showing them by His 
human life how a God lives among men, in order that 
men may know how they ought to live so as to be 
pleasing to God.

It is then, upon Christ that all our gaze ought to 
be concentrated. Open the Gospel: you will there see 
that three times only does the Eternal Father cause 
His voice to be heard by the world. And what does 
this Divine Voice say to us? Each time the Eternal 
Father tells us to contemplate His Son, to listen to 
Him, that He may be thereby glorified: This is my be-
loved Son in Whom I am well pleased. Hear ye Him. 
All that the Father asks of us is to contemplate Jesus, 
His Son, to listen to Him, so as to love and imitate 
Him, because Jesus, being His Son, is equally God.

And we ought to contemplate Him in His Person, 
in all the actions of His life and death, in all the 
states of His glory. Our Lord, being God, the least 
circumstances of His life, the least features of His 
mysteries, are worthy of attention. Nothing is little 
in the life of Jesus. The Eternal Father looks upon 
the smallest action of Christ with more delight than 
He looks upon the whole universe. Before Christ’s 
coming, God makes all converge towards Him: after 
His Ascension, God makes all revert to Him. All was 
foreseen and prophesied concerning Christ; all the 
more important particulars of His life, all the details 
of His death were marked out by Eternal Wisdom 
and announced by the Prophets long before their 
realization.

Why, then, did God take care to prepare for the 
coming of His Son so long in advance? Why did 
Christ leave us so many divine teachings? Why did 
the Holy Spirit inspire the sacred writers to note so 
many details of seeming insignificance? Why did the 
Apostles write such long and urgent epistles to their 
churches?

Was it in order that these teachings should remain 
buried, like a dead letter, in the depths of the Holy 
Scriptures? Certainly not, but so that we should 
search out, as St. Paul desires, the mystery of Christ; 
that we should contemplate His Person, and study 
His actions; His actions reveal to us His virtues and 
His will. We ought to contemplate Him, not by means 

of a merely intellectual study—such study is often 
dry and sterile—but in all knowledge and spiritual 
understanding, in a spirit full of heavenly wisdom 
which will cause us to seek in the Divine Gift for 
the truth that will enlighten our lives. We ought to 
contemplate Him so as to conform our lives to this 
Model Who renders God accessible to us, to draw 
divine life from Him in order that our thirst may be 
fully quenched: For this is eternal life.

Faith in Christ
This knowledge acquired by faith, in prayer, under 

the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, is truly the foun-
tain of living water springing up unto everlasting 
life: For—and here is a great truth upon which more 
light will be thrown in the course of these confer-
ences—the Eternal Father has placed in Christ Jesus, 
all the graces, all the gifts of sanctification that He 
destines for souls. We can only go to the Father by 
Christ: Nobody comes to the Father, but through 
Me; without Christ, we have nothing, but with Him 
we have everything, we can do all things; for in Him 
dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead corporeally. 
Whosoever understands the mystery of Christ, and 
lives by it, has found the pearl of great price of which 
the Gospel speaks; the treasure that alone is worth 
all other treasures; for with it eternal life is gained. 

The more we know Christ, the more we enter 
deeply into the mysteries of His Person and of His 
life, the more we study, in prayer, the circumstances 
and details that Revelation has given to us, the more 
also will our piety be true and our holiness real.

Our piety must be based upon faith and upon the 
knowledge that God has given to us of supernatural 
and divine things. Piety that is only founded upon sen-
timent is as fragile and as ephemeral as the sentiment 
that serves for its base: it is a house built upon the 
sand which falls at the least shock. On the contrary, 
when our piety is based upon convictions which them-
selves result from a deep knowledge of the mysteries 
of Jesus, the only true God with His Father and their 
common Spirit, it is like an edifice built upon the rock, 
that is to say, it cannot be shaken.

This knowledge is for us a never-failing source of 
joy. Joy is the sentiment that is born in a soul, con-
scious of the good it possesses. The good of our intel-
ligence is truth; the more this truth is abundant and 
luminous, the deeper is our inward joy.

Christ brings us truth, He is the Truth itself, truth 
full of sweetness showing us the munificence of our 
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Heavenly Father; from the bosom of the Father where 
He ever dwells, Christ reveals to us the divine secrets 
which we possess by faith.  What a feast, what satis-
faction, what joy for the faithful soul to contemplate 
God, the Infinite and ineffable Being, in the Person 
of Christ Jesus; to hear God speaking in the words of 
Jesus; to discover what are God’s sentiments, if I may 
thus speak, in the sentiments of the Heart of Jesus; 
to contemplate the Divine actions, to penetrate into 
their mystery, in order to drink therefrom, as from the 
source, the very life of God: That you may be filled in 
all the plenitude of God. 

O Christ Jesus, our God and our Redeemer, 
Revelation of the Father, our Elder Brother and our 
Friend, grant that we may know You! Purify the eyes 
of our heart so that we may contemplate You with 
joy; silence the noise of creatures that we may follow 
You unimpeded. Reveal Yourself to our soul as You 
did to the disciples of Emmaus, while expounding to 
them the sacred pages which spoke of Your mysteries, 
and we shall feel our hearts burn within us with the 
longing to love and attach ourselves to You!

Confidence in Christ
In the following conferences we shall have the joy 

of lingering over each of the principal mysteries of 
Jesus, of contemplating His actions, of gathering up 
His words. We shall see how inexpressibly divine and 
profoundly human are all the actions of the Incarnate 
Word; we shall see that each of these mysteries con-
tains its own teaching, bears its special light, and is 
for our souls the source of a particular grace of which 
the object is to form Jesus within us.

The mysteries of Jesus have this characteristic 
that they are ours as much as they are His. We have 
here a fundamental truth upon which we can never 
meditate enough, and of which we must never lose 
sight, for it is singularly fruitful for our supernatural 
life. It is an inexhaustible source of confidence for a 
soul that loves Jesus to know that He Himself unites 
her intimately with each of His mysteries. This truth 
gives rise to acts of gratitude and love which yield the 
soul entirely to Him who so generously wills to give 
Himself and unite Himself to her.

But is not this truth a dream, a chimera? Is it truly 
a really? Yes, it is a reality, a divine reality; but faith 
alone receives it as love alone has given it: And we… 
have believed in charity. 

Christ lives for us
How is it that Christ’s mysteries are out mysteries? 

For a threefold reason. First of all, because Christ 
lived them for us. Undoubtedly, love for His Father 
was the underlying motive power of every act in the 
life of the Incarnate Word. At the moment of complet-
ing His work, Christ declares to His Apostles that it 
is because He loves His Father that He is about to 
deliver Himself up: That the world may know that I 
love the Father. In that wonderful prayer which He 
then makes, Jesus says that He has accomplished His 
work which was to glorify His Father upon earth: I 
have glorified Thee upon the earth; I have finished 
the work which Thou has given me to do. Indeed, at 
each instant of His life, He could say in all truth that 
He only sought the good pleasure of His Father: For I 
do always the things that please Him. 

But His love for the Father is not the only love with 
which Christ’s Heart beats; He loves us too and in an 
infinite manner. It was veritably for us that He came 
down from Heaven, in order to redeem us and save 
us from death: for us and for our salvation; it was to 
give us life: I have come that they may have life and 
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may have it more abundantly. He had no need to 
satisfy and to merit for Himself, for He is the very Son 
of God, equal to His Father, at Whose right hand He is 
seated in the heights of Heaven; but it was for us that 
He bore everything. For us He became Incarnate, was 
born at Bethlehem, and lived in the obscurity of a life 
of toil; for us He preached and worked miracles, died 
and rose again; for us He ascended into Heaven and 
sent the Holy Spirit; He still remains in the Eucharist 
for us, for love of us. Christ, says St. Paul, loved the 
Church, and delivered Himself up for her, that He 
might purify and sanctify her and win her to Himself.

So then, Jesus lived all His mysteries for us, in order 
to give us to be one day where He is, by right, in the 
glory of His Father. Yes, each of us can say with 
St. Paul: He has loved me, and has delivered 
himself up for me. Christ Jesus loved me, and 
delivered Himself up for me. And His immola-
tion was but the crowning point of the myster-
ies of His earthly life; it was for me, because He 
loved me, that He accomplished all things.

Thanks be to Thee, O my God, for this 
unspeakable Gift that Thou didst make to us 
in the Person of Thy Son, our Salvation and 
our Redemption. 

Christ is our Model
Another reason whereby the myster-

ies of Jesus belong to us is that in all of 
them Christ shows Himself to us as our 
Exemplar. He has come to be our Model. It is 
not only to announce salvation to us and to 
work out in principle our redemption that the 
Word becomes Incarnate; it is also to be the 
ideal of our souls. Christ Jesus is God living 
in our midst;—God appearing amongst us, 
rendered visible and tangible, and showing 
us by His life as well as by His words the way 
of holiness. We have no need to seek elsewhere than 
in Him for the model of our perfection. Each of His 
mysteries is a revelation of His virtues. The humility 
of the manger, the labors and self-effacement of His 
hidden life, the zeal of the public life, the depths of 
His immolation, the glory of His triumph, are virtues 
which we ought to imitate, sentiments we ought to 
share, or states in which we ought to participate. At 
the Last Supper, after having washed the feet of His 
Apostles, thus giving to the Twelve an example of 
humility, Christ their Lord and Master said to them: 
I have given you an example, that as I have done to 

you, so you do also. He might have said the same of 
all that He did.

He said moreover: I am the Way; but He is the way 
only in order to go before us: He that followeth me, 
walketh not in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 
Jesus, through His mysteries, has, so to speak, marked 
out all the stages which, in the supernatural life, we 
must follow after Him; or rather, He Himself draws the 
faithful soul with Him in the way that He runs as a 
giant. I created souls in My image and likeness, said 
our Lord to St. Catherine of Siena; even more, in tak-
ing human nature, I made Myself like to one of you.  
Consequently, I do not cease working to make your 
souls like to Me, as far as they are capable of it, and 

I endeavor to renew in them, when they are tending 
towards heaven, all that took place in My Body.

This is why the contemplation of Christ’s mysteries 
is so profitable for the soul. The life, death and glory 
of Jesus are the example of our life, death and glory. 
Never forget this truth: The Eternal Father accepts 
us only inasmuch as He sees in us a resemblance to 
His Son. Why is this? Because it is to this very re-
semblance that, from all eternity, He predestined us. 
There is no other form of holiness for us than that 
which Christ showed to us; the measure of our perfec-
tion is fixed by the degree of our imitation of Jesus.
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Christ’s Mysteries are Ours
There is, finally, a third reason, deeper and more 

intimate, which makes Christ’s mysteries our own. 
Not only did Jesus live them for us, not only are they 
examples for us, but furthermore in His mysteries, 
Christ makes but one with us. There is not truth 
upon which St. Paul insisted more strongly than this, 
and my most ardent wish is that you should under-
stand all its depth.

We make one with Christ in the divine thought. 
It is in Him that God the Father chose us: He has 
chosen us in Him; not apart from Him. God does not 
separate us from His Son Jesus; if He predestinates 
us to be conformable to the image of His Son, it is in 
order that His Son may be the Firstborn amongst 
many brethren.

This union which God wills to realize between His 
Son Jesus and the elect is so intimate that St. Paul 
compares it to that which exists between the mem-
bers and the head of the same body.  The Church, says 
the great Apostle, is the body of Christ, and Christ is 
its Head; united, they form what St. Augustine calls 
the whole Christ: The whole Christ, is Head and 
body. The Head is the sole-begotten Son of God and 
the His body is the Church. Here we have truly the 
divine plan: God hath subjected all things under his 
feet, and hath made him head over all the church. 
Christ is the Head of this mystical body which He 
forms with the Church, because He is its Chief and 
the source of life for all its members. The Church and 
Christ are, so to speak, one and the same being: We 
are members of his body, of his flesh and his bones. 
God the Father unites the elect to His Divine Son in 
such a manner that all Christ’s mysteries were lived 
by Him as Head of the Church.

See how explicit St. Paul is on this point: God, who 
is rich in mercy, for His exceeding charity where-
with He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, 
hath quickened us together in Christ… And hath 
raised us up in Him, and hath made us sit together 
in the heavenly places, with Jesus Christ; that He 
might show in the ages to come the abundant riches 
of His grace, in His bounty towards us in Christ 
Jesus. This thought is repeated more than once under 
the pen of the Apostle: God has buried us together 
with Christ; He wills us to be one with Christ in His 
Resurrection and in His Ascension.iii

Nothing is more certain than is this union of Christ 
with His chosen ones in the Divine thought; what 
makes Christ’s mysteries ours is, above all, because 

the Eternal Father saw us with His Son in each of the 
mysteries lived by Christ and because Christ accom-
plished them as Chief of the Church. I might even say 
that, on account of this, the mysteries of Christ Jesus 
are more our mysteries than they are His. Christ, inas-
much as He is the Son of God, would not have under-
gone the abasements of the Incarnation, the sorrows 
and sufferings of the Passion; He would have had no 
need of the triumph of the Resurrection, which suc-
ceeded the ignominy of His death. He went through all 
this as Head of the Church; He took upon Himself our 
miseries and our infirmities: truly he has born our in-
firmities. He willed to pass through what we ourselves 
must pass through, and He merited for us the grace to 
follow after Him in each of His mysteries.

For neither does Christ Jesus separate us from 
Himself in anything that He does. He declares that 
He is the Vine and we are the branches. What closer 
union can there be than that, since it is the same sap, 
the same life which circulates in the root and in the 
shoots? Christ unites us so closely to Himself that all 
that is done to whomsoever it may be who believes in 
Him, it is to Himself that it is done: As often you have 
done to one of these least of my brethren, you have 
done to me. He wills that the union which, by grace, 
attaches Him to His disciples, should be the same as 
that which, by nature, identifies Him with His Father: 
That they may be one, as you, Father, in Me and I 
in Thee. This is the sublime end to which He wills to 
lead us through His mysteries.

Moreover, all the graces that He merited by each of 
His mysteries, He merited them in order to distribute 
them to us. He received the fullness of grace from His 
Father: We have seen him full of grace; but He did not 
receive it for Himself alone: for St. John at once adds 
that it is of this fullness we have all received: And of 
his fullness we have all received; it is from Him that 
we receive it, because He is our Head and His Father 
has made all things subject to Him: He has subjected 
all things under his feet; and He is Head over all the 
Church.

So His wisdom, His justice, His holiness, His 
strength have become our wisdom, our justice, our 
strength: Christ is made unto us wisdom, and jus-
tice, and sanctification, and redemption. All that He 
has is ours; we are rich with His riches, holy with His 
holiness. O man, says Ven. Louise de Blois, if thou 
dost truly desire to love God, behold thyself rich in 
Christ, however poor and destitute thou art of thy-
self. For thou mayest humbly appropriate to thyself 
that which Christ did and suffered for thee.
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Christ is truly our own, for we are His mystical 
body. His satisfactions, His merits, His joys, His glo-
ries are ours… O ineffable condition of the Christian, 
associated so closely with Jesus and with His states! 
O surprising greatness of the soul to whom nothing is 
lacking of the grace merited by Christ in His myster-
ies! So that nothing is wanting to us in any grace! 

Making Intercession for Us
It is true that in their historical, material duration, 

the mysteries of Christ’s terrestrial life are now past; 
but their virtue remains, and the grace which gives 
us a share there is always operating.

In His glorious state, Christ no longer merits; He 
could merit only during His mortal life until the hour 
when He drew froth His last breath upon the cross. 
But the merits that He had acquired He never ceases 
to make ours. Christ was yesterday, He is to-day, He 
lives throughout the ages: Christ yesterday, today, 
the same forever. Never let us forget that Christ 
Jesus wills the holiness of His mystical body: all 
His mysteries are to bring about this holiness: He 
loved the Church and delivered Himself up for it, 
that it might be sanctified. But what is the Church? 
The small number of those who had the privilege of 
seeing the God-Man living upon earth? Assuredly 
not. Our Savior did not come only for the inhabit-
ants of Palestine who lived in His time, but for men 
of all times: Christ has died for all men. The gaze 
of Jesus, being divine, fell upon every soul; His love 
extended to each one of us; His sanctifying will re-
mains as sovereign, as efficacious as on the day when 
He shed His Blood for the salvation of the world.

If the time of meriting has ceased for Him, the time 
of communicating the fruit of His merits endures and 
will endure until the last of the elect is saved. Christ 
is ever living: Always living to make intercession 
for us. 

Let us raise our thoughts up to Heaven, up to the 
sanctuary whither Christ ascended forty days after 
His Resurrection; and there let us behold our Lord 
ever before the face of His Father: He entered into 
heaven, that He may appear now in the presence of 
God for us. Wherefore does Christ ever stand before 
the face of His Father? Because He is His Son, the 
Only-begotten Son of God, He thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God, since He is the true Son of God. 
The Eternal Father looks upon Him and says to Him: 
Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten Thee. 
Now, at this very moment, Christ is there before His 

Father, and He says to Him: Thou art My Father, I 
am truly Thy Son. And inasmuch as He is the Son of 
God, He has the right of beholding His Father face to 
face of treating with Him as equal with equal, as He 
has the right of reigning with Him for ever and ever.

But St. Paul adds that it is for us that He uses this 
right: it is for us that He stands before His Father. 
What does this signify but that Christ stands before 
the face of His Father, not only by right of being His 
Only-begotten Son, the object of the divine com-
placency, but as our Mediator. He is called Jesus, 
that is to say Savior; this name is Divine, because it 
comes from God, it was given by God. Christ Jesus 
is in Heaven at the right hand of His Father as our 
Representative, our High-Priest, and our Mediator. 
It was in this capacity that, here below, He did the 
Father’s will unto the last iota and in all its details, 
and that He lived all His mysteries; it is in this 
capacity that he now lives at the right hand of God, 
presenting to Him His merits and unceasingly com-
municating the fruit of His mysteries to our souls, in 
order to sanctify them: Always living and making 
intercession for us.

What a powerful motive of confidence it is to know 
that the Christ Whose life we read in the Gospels, 
Whose mysteries we celebrate, is ever living, ever in-
terceding for us; that the virtue of His Divinity is ever 
operating; that the power possessed by his Sacred 
Humanity (as the instrument united to the Word) of 
healing the sick, consoling the afflicted and giving 
life to souls, is ever the same. As in the past, Christ 
is still the infallible Way that leads to God, the Truth 
that enlightens every man coming into the world, the 
Life that saves from death: Christ yesterday, today, 
and the same forever.

I believe, Lord Jesus, but increase my faith! I have 
full confidence in the reality and plenitude of Your 
merits, but strengthen this confidence! I love You, O 
Jesus, You Who have manifested Your love in all Your 
mysteries, all the way to the end, but make my love 
ever greater.

  i Taken from Christ in His Mysteries by The Right Rev. Dom Columba 
Marmion, OSB

 ii Dom Marmion frequently uses passages of Scripture in his confer-
ences and writings.  In fact, these conferences are really a commentary 
on Scripture—not one gospel or epistle at a time, but one theme at a 
time. They are the fruit of his meditation. He organizes different ideas, 
explains them, and finally uses the quotations to complete and comple-
ment his thoughts. Most of the quotations are originally in Latin. I have 
translated them for your convenience. 

iii The words in Latin used to express these ideas of togetherness with 
Christ: con-sepelere, con-sedere, con-resuscitare. It is probable St. Paul 
made these words simply taking the liberty to add the prefix con- mean-
ing ‘with’.
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