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Passing the Torch

Leadership of the U.S. District has passed from 
Fr. Arnaud Rostand to Fr. Jürgen Wegner. Before 
the transfer, Fr. Rostand blessed the pilgrim statue 
of Our Lady of Fatima. The statue will journey 
across the U.S. to continue inspiring fidelity to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. May the U.S. District, 
under her patronage, continue to grow.

Regina Coeli Report

(Right) Fr. Rostand blesses the pilgrim statue 
of Our Lady of Fatima.
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Letter from 
the District 
Superior

Dear Faithful,

It is a great joy for me to write this first editorial of the Regina Coeli Report, having 
just taken the place of Fr. Rostand as District Superior.

With you all I want to thank him for his six-year term and his kindness as he 
passed on to me, in excellent order, the US District. We wish him the best in his new 
functions in Menzingen.

In the Statutes of the Society of Saint Pius X, Archbishop Lefebvre describes 
the spirit of the Society, “The Society is essentially apostolic, because such is the 
Sacrifice of the Mass.” And as an immediate consequence, he exposes that which 
therefore becomes a rule of life for us priests : “They will live with the conviction that 
the whole efficacy of their apostolate flows form the Sacrifice of Our Lord, which they 
offer daily.”

These words of our Founder are really a principle which I am most happy to recall 
at the beginning of this new term. The whole work of the Society through the 44 
years of its presence in America consists in bringing Jesus to souls through the 
Sacrifice of the Mass. Chapels and seminary, guild and parish group, missions and 
schools, retreats and recollections, magazines and books: all our apostolate aims 
to bring your souls to the source of all graces, Our Lord Jesus Christ, offering his life 
to God the Father for our salvation. Baptizing, educating, preaching, confessing: our 
priests dedicate their lives to gather you around the altar in order to introduce you 
to the Model and to unite you with the divine Victim who wants to feed and trans-
form you.

It is a joy to see how warmly you welcome the priests. It is edifying to see your 
on-going efforts to improve the places where the divine liturgy is prayed. It is also a 
universal testimony that the SSPX priests are recognizable in the way they pray the 
Mass!

Let us then put the Holy Mass at the center of our lives. That is a duty for all of us, 
priests and laymen, since we know the Mass is the source of spiritual, family and 
social life.

Let us do our best to assist at Mass, if possible daily; to prepare for Mass, to give 
thanks after Mass, to invite others to Mass.

I heartily encourage you to come to the next Angelus Press Conference in Kansas 
City this October. It will be a great opportunity to spend three days studying the 
Holy Mass and celebrating gratefully this treasure of the Church that our Founder 
saved for all!
I will be delighted to meet you on this occasion or during a visit to your chapel.

With my blessing, in the Hearts of Jesus and Mary,

Fr. Jürgen Wegner
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Pilgrimage

St. Pius X 100th Anniversary in Italy
Regina Pilgrimages organized a pilgrimage to 

Italy to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 
death Saint Pius X. The pilgrims, accompanied by 
Fr. Arnaud Rostand, visited notable places associ-
ated with Saint Pius X, including Riese where he 
was born, Venice, and Rome. As one traveller put it, 
“I decided to go even if it was difficult, because this 
may be the only opportunity I have. Now that I am 
back, no matter what may happen, I will never think I 
should have done something else instead of this.”

(Above) Basilica of San Zeno in Verona, Italy.
(Left) Bust of St. Pius X in his hometown of 
Riese, Italy.
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Youth in France
By the grace of God and the generosity of many 

benefactors, the Youth Pilgrimage to France contin-
ues to form our youth’s minds, souls, eyes and hearts, 
while allowing them to beg for many graces.  The 
first half of the pilgrimage focused on visiting notable 
saints and locations in France. The second half saw 
our pilgrims joining the great Chartres-Paris pilgrim-
age, walking 67.7 miles to Paris.

(Top) Reliquary of St. Vincent de Paul in the 
Chapel of the Miraculous Medal in Paris. 

(Middle) A pilgrim offers a prayer at the 
basilica in Lisieux. 

(Bottom left) The U.S. youth join the great 
Chartres to Paris pilgrimage. 

(Above top) Mosaic of Our Lord with Sts. Peter 
and Paul at the basilica of St. Paul Outside the 
Walls in Rome.
(Above right) A statue of St. Claire in the 
church at Assisi.
(Above left) A Swiss Guard at the Vatican.
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Youth in New York
In Nicholville, NY, St. Therese Chapel sponsors 

Fiat Youth, a group of youth dedicated to doing God’s 
will in the spirit of Our Blessed Mother. The main 
goal of the Fiat Youth pilgrimage is prayer, but the 
effect on the public was a more obvious apostolate. 
Many stopped and asked, “Where are you going and 
what are you doing?” They were visibly shocked and 
enchanted by the very idea of a pilgrimage. “In this 
country?” they would ask. An elderly lady pulled out 
her rosary, with tears in her eyes, as if to prove that 
she too was a Catholic, and cried, “I wish I could go 
with you!” 

North American Martyrs 
When the youth reached the starting point for 

the traditional North American Martyrs Pilgrimage, 
Fr. Goldade gave Fiat Youth the honor of leading. The 
young men bore the huge wooden cross at the head of 
the long line of pilgrims all the way to the site of our 
land’s glorious martyrs’ victory.

During this pilgrimage the public apostolate was 
also apparent. “Where are you going and what are 
you doing?” many people would stop to ask. “We are 
on a pilgrimage to the Auriesville Shrine,” would 
come the easy reply.

“But what is a pilgrimage?”
The answer is not so simple. It is not just a walk or 

a march. It is a journey to a holy place during which a 
pilgrim prays and suffers for a certain intention. It is 
a journey from which one emerges a changed person.

Cataldo
For over ten years, hundreds of men, women and 

children of all ages have gathered in Post Falls, ID 
during the month of July. The annual pilgrimage 
beginning at Immaculate Conception Church is a 50 
mile spiritual journey over three days, ending with a 
Solemn High Mass in the oldest Catholic mission in 
Idaho: The Sacred Heart Mission of the Coeur d’Alene 
Indians in Cataldo.

(Top right) Fiat Youth canoe down the Hudson 
River to Albany, NY.

(Middle right) Fiat Youth lead the way in 
the North American Martyrs pilgrimage to 
Auriesville, NY.

(Bottom right) Cataldo pilgrims follow the 
trail through the mountains.
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Holy Land
One would not think that travel today has any 

resemblance to pilgrimages in the Middle Ages 
undertaken through harsh and dangerous lands, 
providing multiple opportunities for sanctification 
and penance. 

Yet, the holiest of sites and the most dangerous for 
travel are those traversed by Our Lord. These same 
places were also travelled by his blessed mother, and 
his assorted friends. Churches, monasteries, monu-
ments, Jewish devotional sites and the marks of 
Islam are tumbled all together in streets and hillsides 
packed with a constant stream of visitors. 

Saint Pius X Pilgrimage Company worked with 
local guides to deliver a very safe and memorable 
trip, led by Fr. Young, to magnificent sites in the 
Holy Land. Next year’s pilgrimage is scheduled for 
June 29 - July 10. 

Clockwise from above.
The Via Dolorosa is marked for each station 
of the cross. 
The steps Jesus took on his way to Caiphas’ 
house the night before He died.
The Garden of Gethsemane.
Jacob’s Well where Our Savior spoke to the 
Samaritan woman.
An Orthodox monastery perched on Mount 
Temptation preserves the place where Jesus 
fasted for 40 days and the rock where He was 
tempted.
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Eucharistic 
Congress

The U.S. District’s first Eucharistic Congress 
was held at La Salette Boys Academy May 13-15, at 
the same time Harvard’s Extension Club proposed 
holding a Black Mass. Harvard’s plans were can-
celled while the Eucharistic Congress continued. 
Reparation and honor to Our Lord present in the 
Eucharist included six conferences, exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament, a procession, and a Pontifical 
Mass.

This event was the culmination of a school year 
dedicated to the theme of the Holy Eucharist under 
the patronage of St. Thomas Aquinas. There were 
many different ways to honor the Holy Eucharist 
throughout the year. The Academy held all day adora-
tion each month, days of recollection and confer-
ences. Devotional readings were added to La Salette’s 
website in the days leading up to the conference.

Conferences drew from the knowledge and schol-
arship in the U.S. District: Fr. Arnaud Rostand, 
District Superior, on St. Pius X and the Blessed 
Eucharist; Fr. Steven McDonald, Assistant to the 
District Superior on Our Lady of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament; Fr. Patrick Rutledge, District Bursar 
on St. John’s Gospel, Chapter VI; Fr. Patrick Abbet, 
Vice-Rector of St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary on 
Thanksgiving after Communion; Fr. Joseph Wood, 
Professor of Liturgy and Latin at St. Thomas 
Aquinas Seminary on Mass and the Holy Eucharist; 

and Fr. Thomas Scott from St. Vincent de Paul in 
Kansas City, MO on the three Communion Prayers.

(Top) The Eucharistic procession makes its way 
along the streets of Georgetown, IL.
(Bottom) Colorful compositions on pavement 
highlighted the Holy Eucharist.
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     Meet Our New Priests

Fr. Charles Deister

Fr. Deister is 25 years old and entered the semi-
nary right after high school. He grew up in Kansas 
City, MO, the oldest of six children. 

“After God, it is firstly to my parents that I owe a 
supreme debt of gratitude. Their example of loving 
sacrifice has been a textbook all on its own and a 
constant impetus to emulation,” explains Father.

He attended St. Joseph’s Boys School in 
Armada, MI which moved to Olivet, IL and became 
La Salette Boys Academy during his senior year. He 
comments, “ Fr. McMahon’s example, mentorship, 
and influence were key factors in helping me 
determine that I wanted to become a priest. La 
Salette was, and remains, a huge factor in making 
me the person I am today.”

Father’s first assignment is in Post Falls, ID.

Fr. Isaac Delmanowski 
Fr. Delmanowski is 25 and entered the seminary 

right after high school. He grew up in Phoenix, AZ, 
one of five children with two older brothers and 
two younger sisters.

Father’s parents always made sure the children 
knew the catechism and said their daily prayers. 
The family discovered the Tridentine Mass when he 
was in high school. He says, “It was a great blessing 
because I do not think I would have pursued the 
priesthood if I had not encountered the Society.” 

Father enjoys playing sports, especially football, 
baseball and soccer. He is also interested in 
art, which was the department he was in at the 
seminary. His first assignment is in St. Mary’s, KS.

Fr. Thomas Duncan
Fr. Duncan is 26 years old. After high school, he 

travelled to Neherne, France where he spent nearly 
a year at St. Michel boys’ school before entering the 
seminary.

Fr. Duncan grew up near Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Monastery in Silver City, NM where his family 
attended Mass. He felt drawn to the priesthood 
from a very young age and was inclined to enter 
the monastery where he spent so much time. His 

spiritual director suggested he enter the seminary. 
He says, “From then on, I did everything in my 
power to get the education necessary to be a 
priest.”

Father especially loves to play the fiddle. His first 
assignment is in Browerville, MN.

Fr. Andrew Ferrelli
Fr. Ferrelli is 25 years old and entered the 

seminary right after high school. He is one of five 
children from Syracuse, NY. 

Father has this to say about his vocation: “I had 
some inklings of a vocation when I was young, but 
it was never a ‘flash of lightning.’ It would come 
and go. It was only after attending St. Athanasius 
in Virginia for two years, studying the catechism, 
participating in a boys’ camp with Fr. Burfitt in 
Pennsylvania, and completing two Ignatian retreats 
that I finally ended up in Winona, MN. I can only 
think of it as a miracle of grace.” 

His first assignment is in the District of 
South America. 

Fr. Peter Fortin
Fr. Fortin is 33 years old and studied 

history in college after graduating from 
Immaculate Conception Academy in Post Falls, ID. 
He was born in Arlington, VA but has lived in many 
different places. He is the fifth of nine children with 
four older brothers and four younger sisters.

His brother Michael is a Society priest in the 
Philippines. He says, “My vocation is a bit of a 
mystery.” He developed important friendships 
with the priest who baptized him and a priest 
from the Society. Father also notes that he 
received good solid advice from the rector at 
Immaculate Conception Academy and attended an 
Ignatian retreat, which helped him take the time to 
consider his vocation.

Father enjoys travelling and being able to tour 
important historical sites. His first assignment is in 
the District of Canada.
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Fr. Joseph Haynos

Fr. Haynos is 25 years old and entered the semi-
nary right after high school. Although he was born 
in Phoenix, AZ, he spent most of his life in Post 
Falls, ID. He is the oldest of seven children with 
one brother and five sisters.

He credits the example of the priests in 
Post Falls, ID and his family as having an 
important influence on his vocation. He reports, 
“I have two uncles and one cousin who are 
priests, Frs. James and Leo Haynos of the 
Society, and Fr. Matthew O.S.B. I also have an 
aunt, Sister Marie-Mechtilde, who is a Carmelite 
in the Carmel in Spokane, WA, and a cousin on 
my mother’s side, Sister Anne-Cecile, who is a 
Dominican.”

Father enjoys singing. His first assignment is in 
St. Mary’s, KS.

Fr. Matthew Stafki

Fr. Stafki is 27 years old and entered the 
seminary right after high school. He grew up 
near the Immaculate Heart of Mary School in 
Oak Grove, MN. He is the middle son of nine 
children, four girls and five boys.

He wasn’t originally planning to become a priest 
but was able to make the right decision when he 
went on a vocations retreat after high school. 
Father credits Fr. Gerard Beck and his older 
brother, Fr. Mark Stafki, for providing great help 
and support.

His hobbies include sports and outdoor 
activities, although Father says he also enjoys 
reading. His first assignment is in the District of 
Africa.

(Top row from the left) Frs. Charles Deister, 
Isaac Delmanowski, Thomas Duncan and 
Andrew Ferrelli
(Bottom row, from left) Frs. Peter Fortin, 
Joseph Haynos and Matthew Stafki,.
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Retreat

A Reflection on the Sacred Heart 

To live each day as though one were to die that 
day, would this not be the greatest grace one could 
receive? Upon completing an Ignatian retreat, one 
may be tempted to answer in the affirmative. To live 
life in a continuous state of reality, would this not be 
the greatest grace one could receive? Upon complet-
ing a retreat focused on the Sacred Heart, one would 
answer this question in the affirmative without any 
hesitation. 

What is reality? It is the state of things as they ac-
tually exist. To be given the grace to know reality and 
to be constantly moving in the direction of the Real, 
second after second, what a blessed soul this is! How 
few there are who can make a right judgment about 
their own actions, let alone have the correct notion 
about God. What is to be done about this devastating 
situation? How will this ever changing, superficial 
world come to love God if it cannot accept reality. 

Meditate on the only true Reality, the Sacred 
Heart. Attend a retreat in His honor and promise to 
educate and immerse oneself with His Reality, His 
example, His Love. If one does not know who he is, 
then he must look to the Sacred Heart to show him 
who he must become. The Sacred Heart has the 
answer, “Learn of Me, for I am meek and humble of 
Heart, and I will give rest to your souls.”

contributed by Mary Engholm of St. Mary’s, KS.

(Above top) Benediction at a Virtues Retreat 
for women in Phoenix, AZ.
(Above bottom) The cave in Manresa, Spain 
where St. Ignatius conceived the Spiritual 
Exercises.
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Upcoming Retreats

Men:
Oct 4-7  Marian  Phoenix, AZ
Oct 13-18 Christian Life Ridgefield, CT
Oct 20-25 Ignatian  Los Gatos, CA
Nov 10-15 Ignatian  Ridgefield, CT
Dec 8-13 Ignatian  Phoenix, AZ
Dec 18-21 Weekend Los Gatos, CA

Women:
Nov 10-15 Ignatian  Los Gatos, CA
Nov 10-15 Ignatian  Ridgefield, CT
Dec 4-7  Weekend Los Gatos, CA
Dec 15-20 Ignatian  Ridgefield, CT

Oct 22-25 Matrimony Phoenix, AZ

For more information please contact: 816-733-2500 | www.sspx.org

Rosary Crusade and 
Our Lady of Fatima 
Pilgrim Statue

The U.S. District has responded generously 
to the call of the Rosary Crusade with nearly 
1.75 million rosaries. 

Before he left, Fr. Arnaud Rostand asked 
the U.S. District to maintain the crusader spirit 
and call others to join a special devotion. 

The pilgrim statue of Our Lady of Fatima 
will travel across the U.S. District. Each 
chapel will host the pilgrim statue for a week 
and a Marian mission will be held to increase 
a profound devotion to her Immaculate 
Heart. 

For more information please contact: 
816-733-2500 | www.sspx.org

Pray for the Poor Souls in 
Purgatory

Don’t forget: November is the month to pray for the holy souls 
in purgatory! Watch your mail box, the E-pistola updates, and 
www.sspx.org for information on how and where to send names of 
loved ones to be remembered at Masses throughout November.

To donate and for more information please contact 
www.sspx.org | 816-733-2500

Regina Coeli House |  11845 N. Farley Road. Platte City, MO 64079

Winners in the St. Francis de 
Sales Campaign

The following helped bring people to the Faith by participating 
in the campaign to win souls for Tradition.

Jeff and Shelley Firkus
Helen Hauschild
Maria l. DeVillena

Maurice Arbizu
Mary Stanis

Thank you very much for your support.

Shop Amazon, Support SSPX

Support the SSPX through your Amazon 
purchases!

Did you know that you can support the SSPX 
while shopping at Amazon.com — without 
spending an extra penny? Learn how! Go to 

sspx.org and search “Shop Amazon.”

Ordination

Bishop Bernard Tissier de Mallerais will ordain 
Rev. Mr. Jamey Rigi to the priesthood on the morning of Saturday, 
September 20, 2014 in Post Falls, ID.

For more information please contact 
www.sspx.org | 816-733-2500

Regina Coeli House | 11845 N. Farley Road. Platte CIty, MO 64079

Pope St. Pius X Medal

Commemorative medals honoring 
the centenary of the death of St. Pius 
X have been struck. These medals 
measure approximately 1 inch  and are 
available through Angelus Press.

For more information please contact: 
www.angeluspress.org | 800-966-7337
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Eucharistic Crusade

Monthly Intentions
September: For the Poor and Sick
Prayer to St. Camillus de Lellis for the 
Sick Poor

O glorious Saint Camillus, special patron of 
the sick poor, thou who for forty years, with truly heroic charity, 
didst devote thyself to the relief of their temporal and spiritual 
necessities, be pleased to assist them now even more generously, 
since thou art blessed in heaven and they have been committed 
by Holy Church to thy powerful protection. Obtain for them from 
Almighty God the healing of all their maladies, or, at least, the spirit 
of Christian patience and resignation that they may sanctify them 
and comfort them in the hour of their passing to eternity; at the 
same time obtain for us the precious grace of living and dying after 
thine example in the practice of divine love.

October: For the Missions
O most merciful Jesus, Shepherd of souls, behold the great 

multitude of the heathen, redeemed and purchased by Thy Sacred 
Blood and Thy horrible agony, still wandering far off from Thy holy 
Fold and ignorant of the very existence of their Redeemer. O Jesus, 
the abundant treasure of Thy Blood has purchased a million times 
over those souls so dear to Thy Sacred Heart. Stir up in all Thy 
faithful a burning zeal for missionary endeavor, a great generosity 
toward missionary works, and an immense desire to convert the 
whole world and bring all men to the knowledge of Thy truth.

 E-mail: eucharistic-crusade@sspx.org

International Pilgrimages

Pilgrimage to Italy and Lourdes with seminarians
October 17-27, 2014

This fall seminarians and Frs. Le Roux and Abbet of Saint 
Thomas Aquinas Seminary will again accompany the faithful on a 
10-day pilgrimage in northern Italy and southern France. Visit the 
basilica of St. Anthony in Padua, Venice, Salzano and Riese, where 
St. Pius X was born. Then continue on to Turin, Laus, La Salette 
and the papal palace in Avignon before arriving in Lourdes. On 
each of the 3 days in Lourdes, a Pontifical Mass will be celebrated 
in the St. Pius X basilica, served by the seminarians from our 
seminaries of Zaitzkofen (Germany), Ecône (Switzerland) and 
Winona (USA) on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the 
death of St. Pius X.

Visit shrine and healing baths in Lourdes. A nurse will 
accompany the pilgrims, so all sick, elderly, and handicapped are 
especially encouraged to come. 

For more information please contact:
507-453-5769 | lourdespilgrimage@stas.org

21077 Quarry Hill Rd. Winona MN 55987

Our Lady of Good Success Pilgrimage
Jan 27 - Feb 7, 2015

This pilgrimage with Fr. Vernoy will visit miraculous images, 
statues, churches and monasteries in and around Quito, Ecuador.

For more information please contact
Pascua Pilgrimage | Janie Alf

321-432-5430 | pascuapilgrimage@earthlink.net
www.pascuapilgrimage.com

Holy Shroud Pilgrimages
Spring 2015

The Holy Shroud of Turin, Italy is displayed for veneration only 
once every 25 years. We are planning two pilgrimages to visit the 
Holy Shroud: 

•	 The Holy Shroud and Spain: Burgos, Leon, Santiago de 
Compostela, Valladolid, Salamanca, Toledo; and in Italy: 
Turin and Milan.

•	 The Holy Shroud and France: Paris, Lisieux, Mont Saint-
Michel, Bayeux, Tours, Nevers, Paray-le-Monial, Ars, 
La Salette, Laus; and in Italy: Turin and Milan.

For more information please contact: 
Regina Pilgrimages by Orbis Vacations

866-369-8149 | 785-437-2883 | info@reginapilgrimages.com
P.O. Box 67, St. Mary’s KS 66536 | www.reginapilgrimages.com

Holy Land Pilgrimage
June 29 - July 10, 2015

This pilgrimage with Fr. John Young will visit the Holy Sites of 
Nazareth, Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Ein Karem, and more.

For more information please contact
Saint Pius X Pilgrimages | Christine di Cecco
203-378-2763 | diceccochristine@gmail.com

www.saintpiusxpilgrimage.com 

U.S. Pilgrimages

Starkenburg: October 16-18, 2014
This 3-day, 40 mile journey in honor of Our Lady, starts in  

Jefferson City, MO and proceeds along the historic Katy Trail to 
the shrine of Our Lady of Sorrows in Starkenburg, MO.

For more information please contact: Joe Spencer 
816-330-4199 | farleyspencers@yahoo.com

Pascua Florida Pilgrimage to St. Augustine: 
April 7-12, 2015

Pilgrims walk and canoe 107 miles from the chapel in 
Sanford, FL to the Nombre de Dios Mission in St. Augustine.

For more information please contact: 
Pascua Pilgrimage | Janie Alf

321-432-5430 | pascuapilgrimage@earthlink.net
www.pascuapilgrimage.com


