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The Magi

One of the most mysterious circumstances of the 
birth and infancy of Christ is the visit of the Magi. 
The Magi asked Herod: 

Where is he that is born king of the Jews? 
For we have seen his star in the east 
and are come to adore him. And king 
Herod hearing this, was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him.

Everyone questions: where did these men come 
from? How did they know of the Messias? How do 
they know His birth has happened? Did they see 
some sign that we did not see? 

It is clear by their arrival they have certain infor-
mation. First, they understand the chosen character 
of Israel. They are chosen by God to bring the King 
of Kings into the world. Second, they understand the 

promises and prophecies of Israel. They know of the 
Messias king, that He will rule and there will be no 
end. He is not just a king but the longed-for Savior 
and Redeemer. This is why they are there to adore. 
Third, they see the fulfillment of the prophecies in 
real time. Not even Israel saw this! Fourth, they act 
upon this knowledge, travelling over 1,000 miles to 
see Him. 

Unlikely Explanations
Where would they have obtained such informa-

tion? Some commentators resort to the concept of 
primitive revelation. It is true that certain revelations 
to the patriarchs could have been retained, even 
from the time of Adam. However, the general trend in 
humanity has been deterioration rather than preser-
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Letter from 
the Chaplain

Dear Tertiaries,

This article is dedicated to the Magi. I will say right up 
front, the conclusions of the article are my own. These 
conclusions are perfectly reasonable, but it does not mean 
I am proving anything. I have found most other explana-
tions to be insufficient and unrealistic. I do not claim to be 
a scripture scholar or an historian; with some research, 
I did discover other authors making similar suggestions, 
but I did not find any development similar to what I have 
put herein. This has always been a topic that fascinated 
me. I hope you enjoy the article!

A new year is upon us and I encourage all tertiaries 
to resolve something that will increase the depth of your 
spiritual lives. Making a solid resolution to prepare your 
silent prayer would be a wonderful step at much greater 
success and depth in your prayer.

Unfortunately, the annual pilgrimage to Ecuador is 
cancelled for February 2021. Most of the churches at the 
beginning of January are still closed, including the shrine 
of Our Lady. I believe most of the restrictions, as in the 
United States, have been implemented by the Church 
rather than the government. Given the way the pilgrim-
age is structured, especially visiting the religious houses 
and our daily Masses in the shrine, the restrictions effec-
tively make our visit not possible.

I wish all of you a very blessed feast of the purification 
of the blessed Virgin Mary. 

In Christ,

Fr. Adam Purdy

vation. Perversion of the mind and will introduced 
by sin causes this deterioration. We read in the 
Catechism of the Council of Trent regarding the 
Ten Commandments: 

He did not so much establish a new code, 
as to render more luminous that divine 
light which the depraved morals and 
long-continued perversity of man had at 
that time almost obscured. 

It should be observed that the commandments 
were given to Israel, not the rest of the world. The 
rest of the world did not have this chosen charac-
ter. If Israel were losing clarity, how would idola-
trous nations not also, and even more. One can 
very reasonably conclude: if the natural law was 

obscure, even more so any primitive revelation.
There is also some commentary on the pas-

sage from the book of Numbers, when the Moabite 
king Balac orders the soothsayer Balaam to curse 
Israel.  After divine intervention, Balaam insists he 
cannot curse him whom God has blessed. Then he 
prophecies: 

I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold 
him, but not near. A star shall rise out of 
Jacob and a scepter shall spring up from 
Israel: and shall strike the chiefs of Moab 
and shall waste all the children of Seth.

The value of this passage as recorded by Moses 
seems more valuable for Israel than for the pa-
gan nations. Likewise, there is no record of the 
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Moabites recording the event. Also, even if the em-
pires of Chaldea, Media, and Persia at some point 
conquered the lands of Moab, there is no reason 
Balam’s prophecy would be important. Moab being 
conquered has nothing to do with Israel. Even if 
Moab knew the 1,000-year-old prophecy, (if they 
ever did, they probably lost it over time), there is no 
reason to cite it to their conqueror. The only reason 
why, and even if these prophetic words would be 
known, is the presence of Israel.

Light shines in Darkness
The Messias, as we also know from Jesus 

Himself, is to call all nations to the adoption of 
the sons of God. From a divine viewpoint, God 
wants all nations to accept His Son. Generally, one 
considers Israel’s role is to produce the Messias. 
This, however, was not Israel’s only purpose. By 
Divine Providence, Israel would become a light 
that shines in the darkness of the nations. The 
Babylonian captivity acted to bring exposure to 
the truth Faith and the Messianic prophecies to 
the rest of the world. It provided a knowledge and 
hope of redemption to the all the nations. Israel 
possessed the promises of the Redeemer; the 
prophecies of His person, His coming, His life and 
death; and the true worship offered to God. This 
is not to say Israel converted the nations: they did 
not! But Israel did bring exposure and knowledge 
of God’s plan; nations were made familiar with 
what God promised. 

We can get a little appreciation of this from a 
passage in Daniel when king Nabuchodonosor 
makes a decree:

Nabuchodonosor the king, to all peoples, 
nations, and tongues, that dwell in all 
the earth, peace be multiplied unto you. 
The most high God hath wrought signs 
and wonders toward me. It hath seemed 
good to me therefore to publish His signs, 
because they are great: and his wonders, 
because they are mighty: and his king-
dom is an everlasting kingdom, and his 
power to all generations.

This passage expresses the excellence of the God 
of Israel and the great signs this God has worked. It 
is seen in other places that this king is moved by the 
events he witnessed, and even Challoner, the com-
mentator in the Douay-Rheims bible, suggests he 
may have converted to the true religion.

Babylonian Captivity
How is it that Israel will shine forth to the na-

tions? To understand this we need to know the 
history of Israel. During the reign of that last kings 
of Juda, the Babylonians waged war against Israel. 
Israel lost this war miserably. Nabuchodonosor, 
king of Babylon, was moved to break the spirit of 
Israel. He understood how the Israelites prized 
their promised land, their temple, their wor-
ship, etc. He decided to relocate the Israelites. 
Thousands upon thousands of Jews were marched 
east to Babylon. Psalm 136 highlights the spirit of 
Israel with this captivity:

Upon the rivers of Babylon, there we sat 
and wept when we remembered Sion. 
On the willows in the midst thereof we 
hung up our instruments. For there they 
that led us into captivity required of us 
the words of sons. And they that carried 
us way said: sing ye to us a hymn of the 
songs of Sion. How shall we sing the song 
of the Lord in a strange land? If I forget 
thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand be 
forgotten. Let mi tongue cleave to my jaws 
if I do not remember thee: If I make not 
Jerusalem the beginning of my joy.

The idea of Nabuchodonosor was to indoctrinate 
the Israelites with the Babylonians ways, customs, 
language, religion, etc. He wanted to removed ev-
erything that reminded them of their heritage, their 
chosen status, their land and temple. 

Israelites are now scattered all through 
Babylon, as well as Media and Persia. Daniel was 
one of these captives and he was of royal blood. 
Ezechiel was also captive and he was a priest. 
Not only regular citizens, but even those of higher 
birth—all went into captivity. It was only under 
Cyrus that Israelites were permitted to return, but 
many did not. 

Magi
Now with eyes on Babylon, who are Magi? 
From the Catholic Encyclopedia we read:

The Roman writer Herodotus claims that 
the Magi were the sacred caste of the Medes. 
They provided priests for Persia and re-
gardless of dynastic vicissitudes, they ever 
kept up their dominating religious influ-
ence. After the downfall of the Assyrian and 
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Babylonian power, the religion of the Magi 
held sway in Persia. …the religious influence 
of this priestly caste continued throughout 
the rule of the Achaemenian dynasty in 
Persia; and it is not unlikely that at the time 
of the birth of Christ it was still flourishing 

under the Parthian dominion. 

As a side note: not one Father of the Church holds 
the Magi to have been kings. Tertullian says they 
were well-nigh kings which implies they were an 
aristocratic caste. 

The Church in her liturgy applies to the Magi the 
words: 

The kings of Tarsus and the islands shall 
offer presents; the kings of the Arabians 
and of Saba shall bring gifts: and all the 
kings of the Earth shall adore him,

this does not prove they were kings any more than 
it traces their journey from Tarsus, Arabia, and Saba. 
As sometimes happens, a liturgical accommodation 
of a text has in time come to be looked upon by some 
as an authentic interpretation thereof. 

Magi were one of the six tribes of Media and were 
identified as a sacred tribe and a priestly-astrologer 
class. The Catholic Encyclopedia mentions dynastic 
vicissitudes. Following along the transition of power 
in the ancient kingdoms is a difficult task. Through 
all the kingdoms, the Magi survived as the sacred, 
priestly, astrologer, divining class. Originally a tribe, 
they transitioned to a social class. Terms to describe 
them could be: sacred men, priest, sorcerer, magi-
cian, wise and learned, counsellor, teacher, scholar, 
astronomer, and astrologer. 

The Magi in Scripture
In Daniel 2:2 we read: 

Then the king commanded to call together 
the diviners and the wise men, and the 
magicians, and the Chaldeans; to declare 
to the king his dream…

In Latin: 

convocarentur arioli, et magi, et malefeci, 
et Chaldaei…

This is the first of a few conclusions of this ar-
ticle—Daniel is referring to Magi. 

These men had a great influence over society. They 
are frequently summoned by the king; they would be 
among his advisors; they are very much esteemed as 
having divine insight and learning; they are consult-

ed in difficult questions; they interpret signs, dreams 
and omens from the gods; they act as priests and 
offer prayers, sacrifice, and incantations. 

Daniel also mentions Chaldeans. Originally, they 
were a tribe of people which through time became 
identified as a social class. The reality behind the 
term is synonymous with Magi and more than likely 
with the transition of one empire to the other, they 
became one merged entity with Magi. Chaldeans 
were an educated people particularly known for 
their knowledge of astronomy. They kept detailed 
astronomical records for over 360 years, which would 
certainly explain how wise men from the East would 
be interested in celestial movements. 

Daniel is Head Magus
Returning to the second chapter of Daniel, we see 

that Nabuchodonosor had a dream. When he awakes, 
the dream fades from memory. He calls the magi to 
declare the dream for him but all of them fail. The 
king is enraged and orders all the magi to be killed. 
It is Daniel who saves them saying to the general: 

Destroy not the wise men of Babylon: bring 
me in before the king and I will tell the solu-
tion to the king.

Daniel declared the dream of Nabuchodonosor, 
who then fell on his face and worshipped Daniel. At 
the end of the chapter, Daniel is handsomely reward-
ed and promoted: 

And he made him governor over all the 
provinces of Babylon, and chief of the mag-
istrates over all the wise men of Babylon. 

(Dan. 2:48)

This text indicates the second conclusion of the 
article—Daniel is Magi, or at least that is what they 
would have called him.

How is this argument made? Daniel has the divine 
spirit; he is able to narrate the dream and tell the 
meaning; he is recognized as magi by the king; he 
does what the other magi are supposed to have done; 
he is placed over the magi. 

It is also important to note that Daniel has gained 
the appreciation of the other magi as he saved their 
lives; he would be honored and respected for the 
solution which the others did not have; perhaps some 
will look to learn from Daniel. At the end of the inci-
dent, he is promoted over all the magi.

Let us read another incident in the book of Daniel 
to develop this argument further. Nabuchodonosor 
has another dream. He states:
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Then I set forth a decree that all the wise 
men of Babylon should be brought in before 
me, and that they should she me the inter-
pretation of the dream.

Then came the diviners, the wise men, 
(again the Latin term magi is used) the 
Chaldeans, and the soothsayers, and I told 
the dream before them; but they did not 
shew me the interpretation thereof: till their 
colleague Daniel came in before me, whose 
name is Baltassar, according to the name 
of my god, who hath in him the spirit of the 
holy gods: and I told the dream before him. 
Baltassar, prince of the diviners, because I 
know that thou hast in thee the spirit of the 
holy god, and that no secret is impossible to 

thee, tell me the visions of my dreams…

In this text, Daniel is recognized as prince of the 
diviners and thus establishes the third conclusion: 
Daniel was prince of the Magi. 

This title and honor which Daniel, an Israelite in 
captivity has merited, transitioned to King Baltassar, 
the son of Nabuchodonosor. The new king hosted 
a party during which he used confiscated sacred 
vessels of the Temple of Jerusalem. Baltassar had a 
vision of a finger writing on the wall. 

And the king cried out aloud to bring in the 
wise men, the Chaldeans, and the soothsay-
ers… Then came in all the king’s wise men, 
but they could neither read the writing, nr 
declare the interpretation thereof.

The queen suggested that Daniel can interpret the 
writing. 

There is a man in thy kingdom that 
hath the spirit of the holy gods in him: 
and in the days of thy father knowledge 
and wisdom were found in him: for king 
Nabuchodonosor thy father appointed 
him prince of the wise men, enchanters, 
Chaldeans, and soothsayers… because a 
greater spirit, and knowledge, and under-
standing, and interpretations of dreams, 
and shewing of secrets, and resolving of dif-
ficult things, were found in him, that is, in 
Daniel: whom the king named Baltassar.

Once again, Daniel is recognized as the head of the 
Magi and the wisest of the wise men. He is clothed 
with royal purple and appointed third man in the 
kingdom.

That night Baltassar is slain and Darius the Mede 
takes possession of the kingdom. Darius appoints 
Daniel as one of the three princes to govern all the 
governors. 
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And Daniel excelled all the princes, and 
governors: because a greater Spirit of God 
was in him. 

Jealousy develops and Daniel’s fellow princes and 
magistrates, senators and governors betray him. 
Daniel is put the second time in the lion’s den and the 
angels shuts up the mouths of the lions. Daniel comes 
out of the lion’s den and Darius has this to say:

It is decreed by me, that in all my empire 
and my kingdom all men dread and fear the 
God of Daniel. For he is the living and eter-

nal God forever: and 
his kingdom shall 
not be destroyed, 
and his power shall 
be forever. He is the 
deliverer and savior, 
doing signs and 
wonders in heaven, 
and in earth.

This is a powerful 
statement about the true 
God and the true religion. 
It is a statement about 
the rapport of Daniel and 
what influence he must 
have had, particularly 
over magi. 

Prophet of 
Israel

It seems odd to refer to 
Daniel as magi, but what 
would the Babylonians, 
or the Medes, or the 
Persians have called him? 
He possessed a divin-
ing spirit; he interprets 
dreams and visions; the 
spirit of God is upon him; 
he is wise and prudent in 
all his actions; he is con-
sulted as other wise men 
are. They would have 
called him magi. 

On the other hand, 
Daniel is numbered 
among the prophets of 
Israel. He sees Christ in 

his vision; he excels in wisdom and the divine spirit 
more than any others. 

There is something to be said of the prophets of 
Israel, as could easily be concluded of magi as well. 
Prophets had disciples. In some places they are 
called sons of the prophets, in others, the company 
of the prophets. Samuel, for example, seems to have 
had many disciples. Is it reasonable that Daniel 
would have disciples? Understanding his prominence 
and reputation; seeing that God manifested Himself 
in Daniel; hearing his wisdom and advancement as 
chief magi—it is reasonable that Daniel had disciples 
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or even a school (in the ancient understanding). This 
is the fourth conclusion of this article.

 One passage in Daniel relates a vision: 

And I Daniel alone saw the vision: for the 
men that were with me saw it not: but an 
exceeding great terror fell upon them, and 
they fled away, and hid themselves.

Who were these men that were with Daniel? Would 
he have told them about his visions? Would he tell 
them he saw the Christ in a vision? Would he relate 
to them the time of His coming, and the glory of His 
kingdom? 

Closing Remarks
Considering the possibility of disciples following 

Daniel, a fifth conclusion can be made: it is reason-
able that many of his disciples were Israelites. 

The Catholic Encyclopedia also states: 

It is likely, however, that the Magi were 
familiar with the great Messianic prophe-
cies. Many Jews did not return from exile 
with Nehemias. When Christ was born, 
there was undoubtedly a Hebrew popu-
lation in Babylon, and probably one in 
Persia. At any rate, the Hebrew tradition 
survived in Persia.

Many Israelites continued to live throughout Persia 
and occupy prominent positions. Esther, for example, 
was the wife of Xerses and her uncle Mardochai was 
first man in the kingdom. 

It is reasonable to assert that Daniel would have dis-

ciples and that many of them were even Israelites. It is 
not out of the question that the Magi were Israelites. 
Do not let the Persian names be deceptive. Daniel’s 
name was changed to Baltassar which was one of 
the names of the three magi—perhaps he was even 
named after Daniel? The names of the boys in the fiery 
furnace were also changed to Persian names. It is not 
a conclusion of this article, but the possibility (in this 
author’s opinion) should not be excluded. 

It is not required that the magi came from the 
same place. Ancient Media, Persia, Assyria, and 
Babylon had magi and priesthood at the time of 
Christ. Some Fathers of the Church say they came 
from Babylon; others say they were from Persia; oth-
ers still say they were from Arabia. From any of these 
countries could Magi have come. With Daniel having 
survived all these kingdoms, he would have been 
influential in all the kingdoms.

From Persia the journey to Jerusalem was be-
tween 1,000 and 1,200 miles. Such a distance would 
have taken months. If the star marked the birth of 
Jesus, the Magi would not have reached Jerusalem 
for almost a year. 

The number of Magi is also unknown. Some 
Fathers speak of three Magi probably influenced by 
the number of gifts mentioned in the gospel. 

The Eastern tradition favors 12 Magi. The bod-
ies of the three known Magi are in the cathedral of 
Cologne. It is said they were discovered in Persia, 
brought to Constantinople by St. Helena. They were 
then transferred to Milan and finally the cathedral of 
Cologne. Both Syrian and Armenian traditions have 
names for other magi. 

Uniformity with God’s will
Perfection is founded entirely on the love of God: 

Charity is the bond of perfection; and perfect love 
of God means the complete union of our will with 
God’s: the principal effect of love is to unite the wills 
of those who love each other as to make them will 
the same things. It follows then, that the more one 
unites his will to the Divine will, the greater will be his 
love of God. Mortification, meditation, receiving holy 
communion, acts of fraternal charity are all certainly 
pleasing to God, but only when they are in accordance 
with his will. When they do not accord with God’s will, 
He not only finds no pleasure in them, but He even 

rejects them utterly and punishes them.
To illustrate: a man has two servants. One works 

unremittingly all day long, but according to his own 
devices; the other, conceivably, works less, but he 
does do what he is told. This latter, of course, is going 
to find favor in the eyes of his master; the other will 
not. Now, in applying this example, we may ask: why 
should we perform actions for God’s glory if they are 
not going to be acceptable to him? God does not want 
sacrifices, the prophet Samuel told King Saul, but he 
does want obedience to his will: Does the Lord desire 
holocausts and victims, and not rather that the voice 
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of the Lord should be obeyed? For obedience is bet-
ter than sacrifices semicolon and to harken rather 
to offer the fat of rams. Because it is like the sin of 
witchcraft to rebel semicolon and like the crime of 
idolatry to refuse to obey. The man who follows his 
own will independently of God’s is guilty of a kind of 
idolatry. Instead of adoring God’s will, he, in a certain 
sense, adores his own.

Our Lord frequently declared that he had come 
on earth not to do his own will, but solely that of his 
father: I came down from heaven not to do my own 
will, but the will of him that sent me. He spoke in the 
same strain in the garden when he went forth to meet 
his enemies who had come to seize him and to lead 
him to death: but that the world may know that I love 
the father and as the father have given me command-
ments so do I: arise and let us go hence. Furthermore, 
he said he would recognize as his brother him who 
would do his will: whosoever shall do the will of my 
father who is in heaven, he is my brother.

To do God’s will - this was the goal upon which 
the saints constantly fixed their gaze. They were fully 
persuaded that in this consists the entire perfection 
of the soul. Blessed Henry Suso used to say: it is not 
God’s will that we should abound in spiritual de-
lights, but that in all things we should submit to his 
holy will. Those who give themselves to prayer, says 
saint Teresa, should concentrate solely on this: the 
conformity of their wills with the Divine will. They 
should be convinced that in this constitutes their 
highest perfection. The more fully they practice this, 
the greater the gifts they will receive from God, and 
the greater the progress they will make in the inte-
rior life. A certain Dominican nun was given a vision 
of heaven one day. She recognized there some persons 
she had known during their mortal life on earth. It 
was told her these souls were raised to the sublime 
heights of the seraphs on account of the uniformity of 
their wills with that of Gods during their lifetime here 
on earth. Blessed Henry Suso, mentioned above, said 
of himself: I would rather be the vilest worm on earth 
by God’s will than be a seraph by my own.

During our sojourn in this world, we should learn 
from the saints now and heaven how to love God. 
The pure and perfect love of God they enjoy there 
consists in uniting themselves perfectly to his will. it 
would be the greatest delight of the seraphs to pile up 
sand on the seashore or to pull weeds in a garden for 
all eternity if they found out such was God’s will. Our 
Lord himself teaches us to ask to do the will of God 
on earth as the saints do it in heaven: Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.

Because David fulfilled all His wishes, God called 
him a man after his own heart: I have found David a 
man according to my own heart who shall do all my 
wills. David was always ready to embrace the Divine 
will as he frequently protested: my heart is ready, O 
God, my heart is ready. He asked God for one thing 
alone—to teach him to do his will: teach me to do thy 
will.

A single act of uniformity with the Divine will suf-
fices to make a saint. Behold while Saul was persecut-
ing the church, God enlightened him and converted 
him. What does Saul do? What does he say? Nothing 
else but to offer himself to do God’s will: Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do? In return the Lord calls him 
a vessel of election and an apostle to the gentiles: this 
man is to me a vessel of election, to carry my name 
before the gentiles. Absolutely true - because he who 
gives his will to God gives him everything. He who 
gives his goods in alms, his blood in scourgings, his 
food in fasting, gives God what he has. But he who 
gives God his will, give himself, gives everything he 
is. Such a one can say: though I am poor, Lord, I give 
Thee all I possess; but when I say I will give Thee my 
will, I have nothing left to give thee. This is just what 
God does require of us: my son, give me thy heart. St 
Augustine’s comment is there is nothing more pleas-
ing we can offer God than to say to him possessed 
by self of us. We cannot offer God anything more 
pleasing than to say: take us O Lord, we give Thee our 
entire will. Only let us know thy will and we will carry 
it out.

If we would completely rejoice the heart of God, 
let us strive in all things to conform ourselves to his 
Divine will. Let us not only strive to conform our-
selves, but also to unite ourselves to whatever disposi-
tions God makes of us. Conformity signifies that we 
join our wills to the will of god. Uniformity means 
more - it means that we make one will of God’s will in 
ours, so that we only will what God wills; that God’s 
will alone, is our will. This is the summit of perfection 
and to which we should always aspire; this should 
be the goal of all our works, desires, meditations, 
and prayers. To this end we should always invoke 
the aid of our holy patrons, our guardian angels, and 
above all, of our mother Mary, the most perfect of all 
the saints because she most perfectly embraced the 
Divine will.


