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Charity

Oftentimes when preachers are going to give a ser-
mon on charity, they have to look for some kind of ap-
proach, some kind of special take on charity in order 
to make it a little different from the last sermon given 
by the other priest. Sermons on charity can almost be 
stereotypical. Let us try to approach the topic of char-
ity from a slightly different angle, and hopefully offer 
a greater insight in this virtue.

Let us begin with the idea that men by nature are 
intellectual creatures. We have a spiritual soul, made 
in the image of God, in which our faculties accom-
plish certain tasks. The task of our mind is to produce 
interiorly a copy of the object outside us. It takes hold 
of the various sense perceptions acquired by our five 
senses, and pulls away the materiality, thus making a 
mental picture. Simply said, our mind forms ideas, and 

those ideas match the essence of the object. 
Along with forming the essence of that being within 

itself, the mind also looks to assign ways of indicating 
or labelling that essence, especially to communicate 
to another person. This is the birth of language. Men 
have determined certain sounds from the mouth to 
certain realities; these are words. In the mind, the 
sound produced by the mouth has been equated with 
the reality of the object.

Men, therefore, by their very nature, are also social 
creatures. To be social is a natural property of being 
intellectual; it is a natural consequence of being intel-
lectual.  We exchange words with one another; we 
have conversation.  Even a sermon is a kind of conver-
sation. We are speaking to each other. A priest who 
knows it is a conversation is always adjusting what he 
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Letter from 
the Chaplain

Dear Tertiaries,

This issue is a transcript of a sermon given on charity. 
You will notice that it is in a spoken style which hopefully 
makes it easier to read. 

Charity is a virtue; virtues are simply good habits. Good 
habits are formed by repetition. We say that charity is 
theological; this means the object of the good actions is 
God himself.  This is different from other virtues. The ob-
ject of patience, for example, is not God, but is suffering 
some difficulty; the object of humility is our own lowness, 
seeing ourselves as God sees us; the object of liberal-
ity is help and generosity given to others by way of alms.  
Charity is our actions of love for God; He is the direct end 
and object of these actions. 

How does this virtue grow within us? Some may think 
a virtue is something given by God into the soul. This is 
partly true, as knowing and loving God comes along with 
grace. But as infused by God, we do have easiness of ac-
tion which normally exists with habits. Easiness of action 

only comes by repetition. If I have a habit of driving a car 
well, it is because I have practiced so many times, and it 
comes as second nature.  We have charity when we have 
repeated acts of love of God. This is how the virtue grows 
within us. 

We should also bear in mind that charity follows upon 
the Faith. The more we know God, the more we love God.  
This is the importance of spiritual reading. When we are 
constantly filling ourselves with things of God, using God’s 
language, seeing explanations of the mysteries of Faith - 
we know God more, which allows us to love God more. 

In Christ,
,

Fr. Adam Purdy
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says by what he reads in your faces. 
With these thoughts, let us look at the virtue. 

Charity is a social virtue. When we say this, we are 
not changing the definition of charity. Charity is the 
virtue by which we love God above all else. It is a 
theological virtue, which means that all of its acts 
are directed straight to God. But we can say more of 
charity. There is a social aspect to the virtue. In the 
acts of charity there is an interaction, a conversa-
tion with God. This is what we are doing when we 
say our act of charity: Oh my God, I love Thee above 
all things; I love Thee more than myself. We are 
speaking to God; it is a conversation. 

Charity is a Conversation
So even though charity is a theological virtue 

as all are accustomed to hearing, there is a social 
aspect to charity. Let us consider a bit this social 
aspect; the conversation we are having and the rela-
tionship that is built. 

In life, we have all kinds of conversations. I used 
to breed and raise dogs. They were beautiful dogs. 
I even brought them to dog shows. It was easy to 
talk to other dog breeders about dogs: Wow! look at 
that! That is a great looking dog! You can talk all 
day with breeders and groomers about dogs. 

Football is one of my favorite sports. It is easy to 
talk exciting games or players; the future of differ-
ent teams; who you think will win, etc. If you love 
the game and follow the game, it is easy to have 
these kinds of conversations. 

Is this the kind of conversation that we strive to 
have with God? If it is, it is very shallow. We call 
that small talk. It is like talking about the weather. 
It is what you talk about when you want to avoid 
talking about something. It provides no opinion 
or perspective; it requires no work of developing 
your thoughts; it gives the luxury of not having to 
go into anything; it frees you from the burden of 
explaining yourself or sharing a struggle or emotion. 
Sometimes we say that when there is just too much 
behind the question: how are you doing? We simply 
answer that we are fine. 

The acts of the charity center on a conversation, 
and that should be one of the deepest love and af-
fection. Imagine writing a love letter to God. The 
real charity is when you seek to be filled with all 
of God, all of his goodness. The real charity is that 
conversation which seeks the constant presence of 
the beloved, who is God. This mutual exchange be-
tween ourselves and God is sought after more than 
anything else. The beloved, who is God, is to domi-
nate our mind and our desire. The conversation is to 

be deep; everything is spoken about, everything is 
shared; there is nothing left out. Bottom line: charity 
is the intimate presence of God within us whom we 
always converse with.

Knowledge of the Beloved
Can you have this kind of relationship if you 

do not know the person? Is there a deep intimate 
presence of a ‘beloved’ you do not even know? It is 
absurd. Can you really have charity for God, can you 
really love God if you do not know him? 

Do you know God if you do not have the Faith? 
Every missionary wanted their people to have the 
faith. That is why they went there! You think of all 
of these missionaries, the ones that came to this 
country. September 26, we celebrate the Feast of the 
North American Martyrs. They gave their life, and 
why? So that those Indians would have the Faith. 
They would have that knowledge, so to speak, of 
God because without it, they do not have charity. 
What do you think the faith is important for? Is it 
just some kind of speculative knowledge, or is it 
for charity sake, so we may have the beloved reside 
within us?  

Without the faith, we cannot have that meaning-
ful, loving conversation with God. It is only small 
talk: Hey, God, how is the weather up there in 
heaven? This may sound a little condescending to 
those outside the Faith. Some refer to the Catholic 
superiority complex: Why is that you Catholics 
think you are the only ones who are right? 

What about the other faiths? Can you have a 
meaningful, loving conversation with God while 
rejecting his Son? Can you have a meaningful, loving 
conversation with God while rejecting the Eucharist 
or his priesthood or his Bride, the Church? An-
other faith means that they do not know God, and, 
therefore, they do not love God. This seems harsh. 
It is terribly, politically incorrect. Stones have been 
thrown at the saints and Jesus Himself for using this 
type of language. It is a hard statement to hear but 
the difficulty does not make it less truthful. 

The statement can be moderated a bit so as to 
take some of the sting away. If anyone does have 
charity, true charity for God, it means that they have 
some true elements of the Faith, and the other ele-
ments, they are ignorant of. 

So what do we call those movements of soul of 
those of other faiths? They are called ‘charity for 
God’, but only by analogy. An analogy is a kind of 
comparison of different things by similar elements 
they may have. Both are movements of the soul 
toward God… this is element they share. But the 
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reality is an abyss of difference. It is like compar-
ing supernaturally infused charity and all the divine 
intimacy toward the soul to natural kindness.  These 
movements, however, can be genuine movements 
toward God, even though they are crippled by the lack 
of faith; they are dispositive. That means they dispose 
the soul toward a grace of conversion. So those move-
ments of soul are particularly important, and it’s sad 
to see many outside the faith have dispositions like 
these better than those of the household of God. 

There are many Protestants out there, for example, 
who put to shame the Catholics for their zeal. And the 
Catholics they recline in their Lazy Boy dismissing 
their activity of zeal under the illusion that, ‘hey, we’re 
Catholics, we’re right’. It should not be that way. 
There are plenty of people who know God and do not 
love him. You know who knows God the best? Satan! 
Satan knows God the best, and, yet he does not love 
him; he hates him. 

Importance of Charity
So what is the importance of the love of God?  

Charity resides in the will. We say that the will is good 
when it moves towards good things; the will is bad 
when it moves towards bad things.  Our will makes 
itself like unto what it possesses; it assimilates itself 
to what is possessed. You think of spouses, presuming 
they love each other! The one is present within the 
soul of the other. They carry each other in each other’s 
souls.  Even when not physically present, there is still 
a determination that is happening, and the will is still 
assimilating itself to the beloved. 

When we talk about possessing God in this interac-
tion of charity, this conversation of charity, we are 
talking about the will and, broadly speaking, the soul, 
which is assimilating itself, making itself similar to 
God himself.  That is what the will is supposed to do. 
It assimilates itself to what it possesses. So the will 
in the acts of charity toward God are so important, in 
fact, they are absolutely essential to become God like. 
Absolutely essential!

Since sin, mankind seeks after evil. When man 
moves toward evil and possesses it, he assimilates 
himself to it, thus making himself evil. And if man 
moves towards good, he possesses it and makes 
himself good. If man moves towards God, by a deep 
exchange of charity, he assimilates himself to God. 

The will, however, is a blind faculty. It does not 
belong to the will to decide direction, but to deter-
mine our whole being once the direction is decided. 
The will follows the mind. If the mind goes into error, 
the will in turn, assimilates itself to the error. This is 
a problem! Our soul is not assimilating itself to God if 
there is falsity or error; there is no assimilation, and 
therefore, no charity. 

One cannot have charity without the truth. It is 
a big mistake today in this world for everyone who 
talks about ‘charity’ as if real charity were possible 
without the truth. It is not possible. Call it something 
else… sentimentality or emotion; being kind or nice 
or interested; utilitarian or beneficial friendship; social 
propriety or political correctness; even passion or 
lust. To adhere to what is false for the sake of another 
is not charity. To adhere to something evil is a slavery. 
It means we would be chained to something, assimi-
lating something, that leads away from God. You do 
no good to yourself or the others if this is the case. 

Our Neighbor
Let us go back to charity as a social virtue. We said 

charity firstly concerns our interaction with God – this 
interaction embodies our prayer life. But as a social 
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virtue, charity also centers around the interaction 
that we have with those around us. Jesus has called 
these people our ‘neighbor’. We might call this the 
‘other guy’; the person sitting in the back row of the 
church, or the other shoppers at Sam’s Club, or your 
colleagues at work.

As all men are creatures of God, and all men are 
called to union with God; we cannot exclude the ‘oth-
er guy’. We think of the commandment: Love the Lord 
God with thy whole mind, with thy whole heart, and 
with all thy strength. And then your neighbor as 
yourself; do not think ‘neighbor as yourself’ is a little 
insignificant clip-on.  It is not the case! The movement 
of charity for God has to include the other. The other 
is called to assimilate God within himself just as much 
as we are; God wishes us to dwell in him just as much 
as us. Could you really dwell in God if you rejected 
God’s will to draw the other guy? 

Imagine each one of us have worked to gain en-
trance into this church building. Our work has been 
to form the likeness of God within us. We grow in 
the knowledge and love of God; we keep His laws; 
we seek His will.  God also works in us. He fashions 
our desires by His grace, drawing us to Himself.  But 
does not God want ALL to enter this church build-
ing? Would we be in accordance with God’s will if we 
pushed others away? Wouldn’t that be like pushing 
God away? 

We cannot be assimilated to God and at the same 
time reject what is God’s charity for others.  This is 
part of our Catholic Faith. You cannot accept the Faith 
without accepting it! You do not love God without ac-
cepting it! You do not love God if you do not love your 
neighbor!

If we are going to make a mistake in this regard, 
you better do so on the side of excess rather than de-
fect. What does this mean? Let me give you an exam-
ple. The priest sits in the confessional receiving many 
penitents. He may have many different types of reac-
tions to the sins and situations he hears. It is better for 
him to err on the side of mercy than rigorist demands 
and little compassion. It would be better for him to 
be considered easy rather than harsh. When the priest 
appears before Christ in judgment it will have been 
better that he was too easy on penitents, that he erred 
on the side of excessive mercy rather than on the side 
of harshness, or defective mercy.

With charity towards our neighbor, it is better to 
make a mistake on the side of excessive charity rather 
than defective, or no charity at all. 

So we must have charity for the other guy, whether 
he is a friend or an enemy - St. Paul mentions charity 
for our enemies. We must have charity for the other 
guy, whether he is known or unknown, whether they 

are of the same Faith, whether they are from the same 
country. We remember the good Samaritan in the 
gospel. A man fell among robbers and he was left in a 
ditch half dead. The Samaritan was the one who fixed 
him up. But the Samaritan was not a friend or ac-
quaintance; he did not know the man. The Samaritan 
was not of the same country, in fact, they were looked 
at like reprobates by the Israelites. He likewise was 
not of the same Faith. Yet, this is the example Jesus 
gives of charity for neighbor, and it was specifically to 
highlight this point. 

Charity for God in Action
There is another detail about charity towards our 

neighbor. It becomes the way that you are going to 
show your love for God, both interiorly and exteriorly. 

Who do you have around you more, the kids, your 
spouse, colleagues at work, your fellow parishioners – 
or God? The answer is God, obviously because God is 
present everywhere. There is no moment in life where 
God is not the most intimate person present to us. But 
you are not on your knees all day absorbed in deep 
conversation with God. This is just a reality, and God 
knows this too.  

Moreover, God is perfect. Your colleagues at work, 
your spouse, your kids, other parishioners – none are 
perfect! There can never be a moment that we look at 
God and be disgusted by the kind of offering he makes 
toward us. It is always the imperfections and sufferings, 
the trials, and difficulties that other people give us. 

God expects us to show our love for him in all our 
interactions, in all our movements. Most of these 
interactions are not with God. We try to make God 
part of them indirectly by a supernatural motive – 
the love of God - prevailing, dictating the pace so to 
speak.  If we offer everything to God, all the interac-
tions with others, then the interaction takes on a new 
worth.  It is almost as if all of our external actions of 
love towards our neighbor will speak louder than the 
few moments of interior words or aspirations towards 
God. Actions speak louder than words! These interac-
tions are the outward expression of our inward aspira-
tion towards God. 

Thank God that He has made it this way! so that 
our love for him can have exterior expression. Think 
about it. What would you have in the course of a day 
where your actions could speak louder than your 
words to God? What would you have?  Well, I went to 
mass. Okay. That is externally expressive of love for 
God. Good job!  I was on my knees for 15 minutes, 
and I prayed with arms out. Okay. Congratulations! 
This is another good action. You are up to 45 min-
utes now. As good as these are, they are not the hard-
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est or deepest test of our love! What kind of difficulty 
does God give us in order to interact with Him? What 
kind of real test of love are our actions towards our 
neighbor; thank God we have them! 

St. Paul says: have charity for everyone, for all 
men, but especially for those who are of the house-
hold of the faith. This is all of us in this church. It is 
one of those painful things when you hear parishio-
ners complain: there is no charity here! We do hear 
it now and then from parishioners in different places. 
Oh, yeah, I came into that church. No charity there. I 
found more charity at work. I found more charity at 
Dunkin Donuts. People do say that. 

We are of the household of the faith: one good 
word, one small gesture can give your neighbor or 
your parishioner the opportunity to reciprocate or 
soften and respond. Perhaps they never would with-
out the first move, and it all depended on you! 

Now, saying that, charity does not mean that 
everybody becomes your best friend forever. Life is 
not Facebook where you friend everybody. We do 
not need to pretend that charity means we become 
interested and engaged in everyone else’s interests 
or attempt to find what things may be common likes 
or dislikes. You do not have to be friends, but you do 
have to do godly. 

There is a great story of St. Therese of Lisieux. You 
know that she was a Carmelite; she died quite young. 
One of here fellow sisters in the convent bragged: I 
do not know why Sister Therese likes me so much. 
I seem to be her favorite, and I do not know why, 
because I am not the sharpest tack in the box. In her 
writings, Sr. Therese revealed it was that particular 
sister she struggled with the most; that was the person 
she disliked and yet she had such control over her-
self and acted in such a godly manner that the other 
sister thought they were the best of friends. I hope she 
did not read Therese’s memoirs!  It would have been 
quite the surprise.  And this is not fake! Therese loved 
this other sister through God. It was this sister that 
enabled her to show he continual love of God.

Hatred of Evil
True charity implies real hatred. What? Real charity 

implies real hatred of what offends God. Just as you 
cannot love God without loving your neighbor, you 
cannot love God without hating what God hates. Can 
we assimilate ourselves to that which offends God, 
which God hates, while at the same time assimilating 
ourselves to God? Try to put those two together! It is 
not possible. We cannot have God and sin at the same 
time. 

We must hate sin wherever it is. We must hate sin-

ful practice or sinful policy. This includes politics. We 
must hate what attacks the honor of God or the honor 
of Church or the honor of the Blessed Mother. See all 
these things happening today. Just last week another 
statue was beheaded, another church was sacked. We 
should be ready to fight for that. We cannot love God 
without hating evil!

Fraternal Correction
And, lastly, fraternal correction. Fraternal correc-

tion means you admonish or try to fix what is wrong 
in the other.  Now, people do not take too kindly to 
this. Hey, Bill, you really screwed that one up. I just 
wanted to tell you, so you fix it next time. Oh, I am 
sorry if your pride is hurt. People are sensitive about 
correction. They are sensitive about the correction of 
their children as well. If you correct their children, it 
is considered a slap to mom or dad’s face. 

We cannot let our neighbor walk on the edge of a 
cliff. That is why the missionaries sought to convert 
people to the faith.  They were always looking to 
bring another to the truth; but, yet, at the same time 
observing the manner, which is conducive to them, 
rather than you. There is a manner by which we can 
approach. It is called good manners; it is called kind-
ness; it is called being polite. 

Everyone understands the manner of the priest is 
especially important. He can make or break a per-
son. One interaction with the priest can turn people 
away; it can be the one memory that prevents them 
from returning to the Church.  I remember talking to 
a mother. I asked how her son was doing. We had him 
as a little boy years ago on boys’ camp. The way she 
answered made it clear something was wrong. She 
described the young man’s situation. Without missing 
a beat, I said: what priest said something extraordi-
narily stupid? She responded: Oh, how did you know 
that? If it is true of a priest in a special way, it is still 
true of everyone in their own way. 

Remember also that patience is required in frater-
nal correction. We must be willing to suffer a bit; your 
correction may not be taken all at once. The godly 
reaction is to pray for the correction to take root. 

Conclusion
With all of these thoughts let us work for true 

charity for God. This is charity that is built on and the 
result of the Faith. It is charity that can only be found 
in the truth. Let us see our neighbor as opportunity to 
express our love for God. Let us pray for strength in 
the face of temptation, that the love of God prevail.
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