
Daniel, the Prophet

The season of Advent will begin our preparation 
for the birth of Christ. While the book of Daniel is 
not used for the readings during Advent, there is a 
reference to the book when Jesus speaks about the 
Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven. Also, 
the gospels for the last Sunday of Pentecost, and 
the first Sunday of Advent, Jesus references the 
prophet Daniel when speaking of the abomination 
of desolation. It is also interesting that Jesus refers 
to Daniel as a prophet, when generally speaking the 
Hebrews did not regard him as such. Nonetheless, 
his vision is clear, and the knowledge of the coming 
Messias is impressive. What things can we learn from 
Daniel about the Messias?

In this conference, we will discuss one of the 

dreams of Nabuchodonosor. As we will see, it is full 
of meaning, even though outwardly it does not appear 
so. We will also expound on the figurative language 
used and see how other sources will augment our 
understanding and complete the picture of the 
Messias and his kingdom. Putting all the references 
together will perhaps give us an idea of what Daniel 
was given to know.

As we read in the book, Daniel is one of the 
children who went into captivity. The Babylonian 
King, Nabuchodonosor, had the idea to raise captive 
Israelite children according to Babylonian ways 
and customs. He wanted the Israelites to lose their 
national identity; he wanted Babylonian culture 
to wash out their own. It was the same reason he 
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Letter from 
the Chaplain

Dear Tertiaries,

As we prepare for the Advent season, let us look again 
at the book of Daniel. This could be read in conjunction 
with Sursum Corda Winter 2021 on the Magi. It is a fasci-
nating topic - how much did the Magi really know? How did 
they come to that knowledge? 

There is plenty of imagery contained in Daniel’s visions, 
as well as in things he interprets. These images act to ex-
plain the Christ, the timing in which He would come, and 
also His work - the Church. There are, in fact, more proph-
ecies (teachings) of the Church within the Old Testament 
than of the Christ Himself. 

The things explained in this article touch on the suc-
cess of the Church which Christ will found. Linked to that 
Church are ideas of Her worship and sacrifice, as well as 
the priesthood of Christ.  In explaining the different things, 
I have tried to make connections with other things in the 
Old Testament that act to build up the ideas even further 
and make a more complete picture. 

In Christ,
,

Fr. Adam Purdy
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removed Israel from their land – so Israel would 
lose their heart, their customs, and their national 
pride. 

There were other children besides Daniel who 
gained prominence. They were blessed by God 
because of their fidelity to the traditions of their 
fathers. Their names were Ananias, Misael, and 
Azarias. These three are most famous for surviving 
the fiery furnace where they were to be burned 
alive. Nabuchodonosor constructed a large statute 
of himself and commanded that all people worship 
his statute. The three young men refused to worship 
the statue, and remaining faithful to God, they were 
thrown in a fiery furnace. The flames did not hurt 
them; the scripture says they felt a cool breeze while 
in the furnace.  

Daniel, Ananias, Misael, and Azarias were the 
most notable of the captive Israelite children. They 
are raised in the palace of Nabuchodonosor under 
the supervision of Malasar, the chief of the servants.  
At the end of the first chapter it says: when the days 
were ended, after which the king had ordered they 
should be brought in. The prince of the eunuchs 
brought them in before Nabuchodonosor, and when 
the king had spoken to them there were not found 
among them all such as Daniel, Ananias, Misael, 
and Azarias, and they stood in the king’s presence. 
And in all matters of wisdom and understanding 
that the king inquired of them, he found them ten 
times better than all the diviners, the wisemen that 
were in all of his kingdom. (Dan.1:18)

This is a very important point. These four young 
men are advisers to King Nabuchodonosor. They 
will be present should any needs of the king arise. 
They are in the center of a pagan government. 
Perhaps this is one of the reasons why it is difficult 
for the Hebrews to list Daniel among the prophets.

Nabuchodonosor’s Dream
In Chapter 2, Nabuchodonosor has a dream. 

This dream is important, not because it concerns 
the king directly, but it serves as a prophecy of the 
Messias to come. 

One can easily think it absurd to find prophecy 
in the dream of a pagan king. It is not absurd that 
God use those also outside the true Religion as 
instruments to accomplish his will. We need only 
remember that Balaam, a pagan soothsayer, was 
moved by God to bless the nation of Israel rather 
than curse them. And in fact, this Nabuchodonosor 
is referred to as ‘my servant’ when God speaks of 
chastising Israel because of their infidelity. The fact 

he is prominent person in history not only serves to 
preserve the prophecy, but also to increase its fame. 
Moreover, the corresponding fame of Daniel will go 
far and wide and his prominence among the Magi 
will grow. Daniel will truly be a light shining in the 
darkness, preparing also the gentiles to receive the 
true Light, Jesus Christ.  

As stated above, Nabuchodonosor has a dream 
during the night, and it disturbs him. He wakes 
very troubled but is not able to remember the 
dream – it goes out of his mind completely, having 
no remembrance of the content.  He also does not 
know what his dream means.  So he is looking for 
two things: firstly, someone tell him what the dream 
was, and secondly, tell him the interpretation of the 
dream. 

Daniel is requested to come to the palace. All the 
other Magi have failed, and in fact, their very lives 
are in danger. As they were not able to discover the 
dream or its interpretation, the king became very 
angered and ordered the Magi to be put to death. 
God gave to Daniel the dream and interpretation; 
he is the only one able answer the king, and at the 
same time, saves the lives of the other Magi by 
doing so. 

The dream is a vision of the different kingdoms 
that are going to come after him. As such, there is 
nothing that concerns Nabuchodonosor. He will not 
be alive for the things Daniel relates. Daniel 2:28 
confirms this: 

…but there is a God in heaven that revealeth 
mysteries, who hath shown to thee, oh, King 
Nabuchodonosor what is to come to pass in the 
latter times. Thy dream and the vision of thy 
head upon Thy bed are these: 

Daniel tells the king what the dream is, but it 
is concerning latter times. It means that God is 
using Nabuchodonosor as an instrument to deliver 
prophecy of the Messias. One thing which this 
dream and the interpretation accomplishes is the 
advancement of Daniel within the kingdom. Daniel 
becomes governor of the provinces of Babylon and 
chief Magistrate over all the wise men. The word in 
Latin used to describe the wise men is Magi.  Daniel 
was Chief Magus. There is a connection to the usage 
of that term here, 500 BC, and the gospel account 
of the Magi coming to see the infant Jesus. Daniel 
was so influential that he directed the Magi, even 
forming a school of followers, who would be taught 
of the Messias from his visions and the prophecies 
of Israel. It is not likely that Daniel took over the 
entire caste of Magi, but that he had followers who 
were also believers, and even some Jews who were 
Magi seems likely. There is absolutely no doubt the 
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Magi referred to in Daniel, (wise men, the diviners, 
the soothsayers, the magicians, the Chaldeans), is the 
same as the group of people that came to see Christ 
500 years later. 

Returning to the dream, we read in Daniel (2:31): 
Thou, oh, king saw and behold there was, as 

it were, a great statue. This statue, which was 
great and high, tall of stature, stood before thee, 
and the look thereof was terrible. The head of the 
statue was in fine gold, but the breast and the 
arms of silver, and the belly and the thighs of 
brass, and the legs of iron, the feet part of iron 
and part of clay. Thus, thou sawest ‘til a stone 
was cut out of a mountain without hands, and it 
struck the statue upon the feet thereof that were 
of iron and clay and broke them in pieces. Then 
was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and 
the gold broke into pieces together and became 
like the chaff of a summer’s thrashing floor, and 
they were carried away by the wind, and there 
was no place found for them; but the stone that 
struck the statue became a great mountain and 
filled the whole earth. 

The Interpretation
Beginning with verse 37, Daniel gives the 

interpretation of the dream: 
Thou art King of kings, and the God of heaven 

hath given thee kingdom and strength and power 
and glory. And all places wherein the children of 
men, the beasts of the field do dwell, he has also 
given the birds of the air into thy hand and put 
all things under thy power. Thou, therefore, are 
the head of gold. And after them shall rise up 
another kingdom inferior to thee of silver, and 
another third kingdom of brass which shall rule 
over all the world. And the fourth kingdom shall 
be as iron, and the iron breaketh into pieces 
and subdueth all things. So shall that break and 
destroy all these. And whereas thou sawest the 
feet and the toes, part of the potter’s clay and 
part of the iron, the kingdom shall be divided; 
but, yet it shall take its origin from the iron. 
According, as thou sawest, the iron mixed with 
the miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were 
part of iron and part of the clay, the kingdom 
shall be partly strong and partly broken. And, 
whereas thou sawest the iron mixed with the 
miry clay, they shall be mingled indeed together 
with the seed of man, but they shall not stick 
fast, one to another, as iron cannot be mixed 
with clay. But in the days of those kingdoms, the 

God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall 
never be destroyed, and His kingdom shall not be 
delivered up to another people, and it shall break 
in pieces and shall consume all these kingdoms, 
and itself shall stand forever. According as 
thou sawest, that the stone was cut out of the 
mountain without hands and broke in pieces, 
the clay and iron and the brass and the silver 
and the gold, the great God hath shown the king 
what shall come to pass hereafter, and the dream 
is true and the interpretation thereof is faithful. 

Let us make some remarks concerning the 
interpretation of Daniel. It is noted immediately that 
he does not indicate the dream is a prophecy of the 
Messias. He does not link this future prediction to the 
foretold Messias of Israel, who is referred to in the 
books of Moses and the prophets. Instead, he speaks 
plainly of a future kingdom that will conquer the 
others. We should also bear in mind, Daniel’s silence 
to Nabuchodonosor regarding the Messias, does not 
mean he does not know the meaning, and it does not 
mean he will be silent in teaching it later on. 
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A Stone Cut Out of  
the Mountain

Daniel speaks of a stone that is cut out of the 
mountain without hands, which will break the 
other kingdoms to pieces. This stone that is cut out 
of the mountain without hands is the Messias. The 
Incarnation, as you know, was formed in the womb of 
the Virgin Mary, without hands, that is not by human 
generation, but Christ was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost. Nevertheless, the Messias is taken from the 
mountain, that is He is of our human nature. 

This text can be considered a parallel to that of 
Isaias. Daniel is in captivity; Isaias was in the land 
of Israel. Isaias lives some 125 years before Daniel. 
Given the fact that Daniel and many others in captivity 
lived their lives according to the Law of Moses, and 
given the fact that Daniel ascended to such a high 
position in the kingdom, it would have been unlikely 
the scrolls of the prophets were unavailable to him. 
Daniel would have made the connection: the stone cut 
out of the mountain without hands is a reference to 
Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
his name shall be called Emanuel. 

Daniel also interprets it shall break in pieces all 
these kingdoms and itself will stand forever. The 
children of Israel have prayed with the psalms of 
David since they were written. They also knew they 
are prophetical, and David himself was known as the 
prophet-king. Daniel will recognize the God-given 
interpretation of the dream as matching David: The 
Lord hath said to me: Thou art my son, this day 
have I begotten thee. Thou shalt rule them with a rod 
of iron, and shalt break them in pieces like a potter’s 
vessel. 

And how is the kingdom to stand forever if not 
because the King will stand forever? Isaias wrote: 
Emmanuel, God with us. And a little further on: And 
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, God 
the mighty, Father of the world to come, and prince 
of peace. Daniel understands the Divinity of the 
Messias, just as surely as he saw Him coming in the 
clouds of heaven. 

Lastly, the timing of the arrival of the Messias. 
According to the dream, the Messias will arrive after 
those these kingdoms have arisen and fallen and 
during the time of the fourth kingdom, the legs of 
iron, the feet part of iron and part of clay. From the 
dream, disciples of Daniel (among the ranks of Magi) 
who have followed his teaching down the centuries, 
would know the timing for the arrival of the Messias.

So with the dream of Nabuchodonosor, we see: 

 - A prophecy of the Messias is given
 - His miraculous conception is foretold once again. 
 - He will be a King and He will conquer all the other 

kingdoms. 
 - His kingdom will last forever.
 - This prophecy will be preserved and spread 

abroad because of Daniel’s prominence.  

The Rock
There are numerous passages in scripture that 

speak of the stone or the rock. Daniel would have 
been familiar with these passages, and so the picture 
would be all the more complete in his own mind. Once 
again, he will have taught these things to his disciples. 

In the Book of Numbers, we read: Take the rod, 
and assemble the people together, thou and Aaron 
thy brother, and speak to the rock before them, and it 
shall yield waters. And when thou hast brought forth 
water out of the rock, all the multitude and their 
cattle shall drink. 

With this event in mind, let us recall a passage in 
the gospel of St. John, which says: on the last day 
of the festival Jesus cried out with a loud voice: he 
who thirsts, let him come to me, and drink. The 
evangelist does not give any context other than it was 
a feast day. Jesus cries out with a loud voice! One can 
imagine everyone stopping and turning to see who 
said that! Or a shocked silence over the people?

The feast of Tabernacles is being celebrated in 
which is commemorated the wondering of Israel in 
the wilderness for 40 years. During the days of the 
Feast they are living in tents or tabernacles. It was 
during those 40 years in which Moses struck the rock 
to give water to the people. On the final day of the 
festival there was a procession that carried a huge vat 
of water from one of the pools within the city. The 
water was carried to the altar of holocausts, on which 
they poured the water. It is at that moment Jesus cries 
out: if anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 
Christ refers to himself as the rock which Moses 
struck, as the living fulfillment of that figure. 

This is confirmed by St. Paul and is a clear 
reference to the Eucharist:  and they all drank the 
same spiritual drink. They drank of the spiritual 
rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. 

The Rock of the Altar
Let us also look at the altar. In the Old Testament, 

altars were set up by the Patriarchs. When the ark 
came to settle on the mountains of Armenia, as 
Genesis says, Noe went out of the ark and built an 
altar on which he offered sacrifice. Abraham as well, 
when he is told to sacrifice Isaac, built and altar, and 

5

Sursum Corda    Fall 2021



laid the wood thereon for the sacrifice. These altars 
were all made of stone.

When God began instructing Israel, He said: and 
if thou make an altar of stone unto me, thou shall 
not build it of hewn stone because if thou lift up 
a tool upon it, it shall be defiled. The stones of the 
altar are not fashioned by hands. The altar was to be 
constructed from stones which were not chiseled, 
neither were they polished. No iron tool touched 
them. In Deuteronomy it says: which iron has not 
touched, and it must be of stones that are not 
finished or polished in any way. 

As the stone cut out of the mountain without 
hands is a figure of the miraculous conception, so the 
unhewn stones of the altar signify Christ, who does 
not take form from any human means. 

Moreover, when contemplating the stones of the 
altar, one cannot ignore the purpose of the altar itself, 
which is sacrifice. Using the figure of the altar as 
Christ highlights the sacrificial mission of Christ, both 
as priest and victim of the perpetual sacrifice. 

The Mountain
A mountain stands with its massive bulk reaching 

into the heavens. The idea of being high up is 
religiously significant and logically so. We refer to 
God as the Most High. In psalm 90, David writes: 
because you have the Lord for your refuge, you 
have made the Most High your stronghold. In the 
Gloria in Excelsis we say: Tu solus Altissimus, Jesu 
Christe. Altissimus is the most high. To stand atop 
the mountain is to stand the highest on earth and 
therefore closest to the heavens, and therefore closest 
to God.  

It may seem this observation is for simpletons. 
There are numerous passages in scripture to show 
this meaning and intention of praying atop of 
mountains. Christ goes up into the mountain for the 
temptation; he goes up into the mountain alone to 
pray; Christ preaches the sermon from the Mount; 
the transfiguration happens atop Mount Tabor; the 
agony in the garden happens on the Mount of Olives. 
In the Old Testament, Abraham is told to take Isaac 
into the land of vision to a mountain in which his son 
will be the sacrifice; Moses is atop Mount Sinai for 
40 days when he receives the Law; Elias walks to the 
Mountain of God after fasting 40 days. As scripture 
shows, the ‘mountain’ is significant. 

Scripture also uses the opposite: From the depths 
I have cried unto you – de profundis clamavi ad te 
Domine! The height is to show the closeness to God, 
the depth is used to show the distance from God, 

our wretchedness and desolation. Those moments of 
desolation and discouragement are characterized by 
the absence of God to the soul. As simple as it sounds, 
it is obvious imagery for us to follow. 

The mountain signifies the Church. 

The Church
The mountain is the kingdom of Christ, the Church. 

In Isaias (2:2) we read: and in the last days, the 
mountain of the house of the Lord shall be prepared 
on the top of mountains, and it shall be exalted 
above the hills, and all the nations shall flow unto 
it. The mountain of the house of the Lord prepared 
on the top of mountains. In Psalm 47 we read: great 
is the Lord and holy to be praised in the city of God, 
his holy mountain. Fairest of heights is the joy of all 
the earth. Mount Sion, the recesses of the north is the 
city of the Great king. 

The psalms were composed nearly 500 years before 
Daniel. The psalms were used in synagogue worship 
and prayer, expressing so well the human soul in 
its conversation with God. Daniel was very familiar 
with the psalms. Without doubt, he would have 
known these passages and understood the dream 
of Nabuchodonosor to compliment them. The stone 
which is cut out of the mountain without hands, and 
that stone itself will become a great mountain, and 
it will spread all over the earth, and destroy other 
kingdoms - is the same as the holy mountain, fairest 
of heights, is the joy of all the earth, Mount Sion, city 
of the Great King. 

The superiority of this mountain, the Church, is 
confirmed by St. Paul.  He writes: Abraham had two 
sons, the one by a bondwoman, and the other by a 
free woman. He who was born of the bondwoman 
was born according to the flesh; but he of the free 
woman was by promise. Which things are said by 
an allegory. For these are the two testaments. The 
one from Mt. Sinai, which is bondage with her 
children, but that Jerusalem (Mt. Sion), which is 
above, is free: which is our mother. 

Sinai engendered bondage; Jerusalem brings 
freedom. And how does this freedom come? So then 
brethren, we are not the children of the bondwoman, 
but of the free: by the freedom wherewith Christ has 
made us free. It is by the precious blood of Christ that 
our consciences are cleansed to serve the living God.

The mountain of the Church is fruitful. In Psalm 67, 
we read: the mountain of God is a fat mountain, a 
curdled mountain, a fat mountain, a mountain in 
which God is well pleased to dwell unto the end. His 
kingdom will last forever. Bishop Challoner notes: 
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the fat mountain is most 
fruitful and enriched by 
the spiritual gifts and 
graces of the Holy Ghost, 
referring to the Church. 

St. Paul speaks of the 
Mystical Body of Christ. 
There is an identification 
and union of the Head 
and members of this 
Body. In the words of 
the Daniel: the stone that 
struck the statue became 
a great mountain and 
filled the whole earth. 
It is the stone, who is 
Christ, who becomes 
a mountain, which is 
the Mystical Body, the 
Church, which fills the 
whole earth. 

Moreover, the Body of 
Christ becomes glorious 
in His Resurrection. His 
rising glorious is the 
pledge of all members of 
the Body rising glorious, 
and so the kingdom will 
stand forever, Christ and 
all his glorious members. 
In Psalm 131 we read: 
For the Lord hath chosen 
Sion; He hath chosen it 
for His dwelling. This 
is my rest for ever and 
ever: here will I dwell, 
for I have chosen it. 

Conclusion
The students of Daniel, even generations of 

students, knew where to find the Messias. He was 
to be of the children of Abraham, and descendent of 
David.  If they were to travel, they knew they would 
go to Jerusalem, where David’s throne was. The Magi 
knew when to go a search for him and they even knew 
‘the Divine king’ whose kingdom will last forever. 
Daniel certainly put all together; he had a very full 
picture of the future Messias.  

The popularity of Daniel, his miracles and 
extraordinary signs, his visions and prophecy, the 
revelations of secrets hidden in God – all these made 
Daniel the perfect instrument of God to be a light to  

 
 
 
the gentiles. 

It is possible the Magi who came to see Christ are 
the descendants and disciples of Daniel. One thing is 
true – the Magi are believers. The words of St. Paul 
apply here: how then shall they call on him in whom 
they have not believed? Or how shall they believe him 
of whom they have not heard? And how shall they 
hear without a preacher?  And how shall they preach 
unless they be sent. Providence so arranged that 
Daniel be an apostle to the Gentiles. 
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