
Dear Friends,

As we come to the close of one year and prepare 
for the next, it is good to reflect on how far we have 
come and where we are going. As Catholics attached 
to the chapels and schools of the Society of Saint 
Pius X in this Country, we have much to be thankful 
for. Everywhere I look, throughout the District, I see 
growth, progress, and a spirit of hope and optimism. 
These sentiments are not based on wishful thinking but 
are founded on concrete evidence of the help of God’s 
grace and the hard work and generosity of the faithful.

I am pleased to have the opportunity to share with 
you a glimpse of the progress that has been made over  
  the past year. In each of my recent letters, I detailed  
     the needs of several apostolates and projects in the  
        US District. I tried to communicate my paternal 
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concern for the souls of Catholics in this country as 
well as my vision for the exciting plans that are in the 
works. Many of you have responded with generosity 
and the results are evident. It seems that each week 
I hear more news of progress made and goals accom-
plished. Thanks to your help, the Society of Saint Pius 
X is in a solid position to press on into 2016 for the 
glory of God.

First of all, the education of children on the east 
coast has made a great leap forward due to new 
programs implemented at Padre Pio Academy under 
the leadership of Msgr. Byrnes. In Ridgefield, CT, 
Vice-Principal Cecilia Goodwin has spearheaded the 
full implementation of a Language Arts program that 
is now in use throughout the US District. Through a 
combination of reading, dictation, composition, and 
the mechanics of writing, this program draws the 
child to the reflection of beautiful, universal realities. 
This, in turn, will enable students to see the world  
in the proper light, serving as an “apprenticeship of 
virtue.”

The Academy in Ridgefield has also implemented 
a complete music program with the help of teacher 
Meghan Hardwick. A gifted educator, she is qualified 
to teach the Kodály approach to music education. 
This unique method, which is based on learning 
and understanding music through the experience of 
singing, awakens in students an appreciation for true 
beauty, which is God Himself.

Farther south, in Dillwyn, VA, notable progress has 
been made on the new seminary project thanks to the 
support of faithful benefactors. Since June, the entire 
roof structure has been completed and the installa-
tion of the slate roof has commenced. The first week 
of November marked the beginning of the exterior 
brick installation—a massive task which will span 
six months. Finally, sacrificial gifts in recent months 
have provided for the purchase and installation of all 
of the windows, which allows work on the interior to 
continue  throughout the winter season.

When I last spoke to you of St. Joseph’s in Armada, 
MI, the church and academy were operating out of 
dilapidated buildings and had an uncertain future at 
best. Thanks to generous help from many of you, this 
parish has obtained new buildings for both church 
and school, giving them a solid hope for the future. 
The move from the current location in the Richmond/
Armada area to a newly purchased property in nearby 
Ray Township will provide cleaner, more economical 
facilities and better shelter from the elements for both 
parishioners and students. This new property, located 
on a major thoroughfare in the suburban outskirts 
of Detroit, will showcase the beauty of the Catholic 
Faith to a larger population. The newer, well-kept 
buildings also present an image worthy of the true 
Faith we profess.

Those of you who witnessed the impressive church 
consecration ceremony in September, either in person 
or through video coverage, witnessed a beautiful mira-
cle. In addition to the spiritual riches of that weekend, 
the building itself testified to this great work of God. 

view all our fundraising programs 
on our website sspx.org

(Above) The beautiful new buildings purchased to house St. 
Joseph’s Church and Academy in Ray Township, MI.

(Above right) Vice-Principal, Cecilia Goodwin, teaching the 
new Language Arts program to students of Padre Pio Academy.



The dark wood pews, the hand-painted marbleized 
columns, and the skillfully designed tile work are no 
longer an architect’s dream but a beautiful reality at 
every Mass for the faithful of South Phoenix.

Finally, at the District Headquarters in Missouri, 
the Partnership with Priests program is well on its 
way to providing the reliable funding needed for the 
ongoing needs of SSPX priests and brothers. We are 
currently a quarter of the way to our goal of having 
1,000 generous souls committed to a monthly gift to 
assist the priests of the US district. I am grateful to see 
so many faithful Catholics joining in this Partnership 
and proclaiming loudly their support of their pastors, 
who do so much for the care of your souls.

While there is still much work to be done, it is 
important to pause for just a moment to  celebrate 
our successes and thank God for all He has given us. 
Thanks to the generous souls who share my vision 
for the work of the SSPX in the US, we have a solid 
foundation on which to build for the coming years.

We end 2015 with a good deal of momentum. And, 
yet, challenges remain—challenges that come from 
growth.  Please, help me to maintain this momentum 
and meet the future head on. 

As the year draws to a close and we look hopefully 
to the nativity of our Lord, let us focus on gifts that 
will have an eternal significance. If you have not 
contributed in support of our work for Christ, please 
prayerfully consider a sacrificial year-end gift to help 
the Society of Saint Pius X move more confidently 

into 2016. The work of forming priests, educating 
children, spreading the Faith, and bringing the sacra-
ments—all for the benefit of you and your family—is 
an ongoing challenge. It not only takes the untiring 
work of our priests and religious,  it also requires the 
prayers and unselfish gifts of you, the faithful. 

As you prepare for the joyful occasion of our 
Lord’s nativity, consider the supreme the sacri-
fice—and eternal gift—God made for you: “For God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.” (Jn., 3:16)

Let us not forget the spirit of sacrifice demanded of 
each one of us, in helping our neighbor, and beg our 
Lord to multiply that generosity as we look confident-
ly to the future. Will you prayerfully consider a gift  
of $100 or more? 

Thankful for your continuing support, I remain,

PS: Please consider making generous use of the 
tax benefits of year-end giving to make a real differ-
ence in the continuing work of the Society of Saint 
Pius X here in the United States.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Father Jürgen Wegner
United States District Superior

(Clockwise from top) The completed interior of 
Our Lady of Sorrows.

An aerial view of the seminary’s progress.

Workers installing a slate roof, intended to last 
hundreds of years, on the new seminary.

Students of St. Joseph’s Academy excited to tour 
their new school building.



Projects of Note  
in 2015:

St. Joseph’s Church and Academy 
  Armada/Richmond, MI

St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary 
  Dillwyn, VA

Partnership with Priests program 
  Regina Coeli House, Platte City, MO

Our Lady of Sorrows 
  Phoenix, AZ

Padre Pio Academy 
  Ridgefield, CT

Angelus Press 
  St. Marys, KS

Donate now to (re)build the church 
for a promising future.

(Right) New windows 
installed at St. Thomas 

Aquinas Seminary.

(Bottom right)  
Newly ordained  

deacons rejoice in 
Phoenix.

(Above) Fr. Richard Boyle 
and students of St. Joseph’s 
Academy begin the move to 
their new building.


