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It is certain that we are at a crucial moment, a moment that is both sad and logical. We
have reached a point that was foreseeable. It is true that the Society of Saint Pius X is
not directly affected by the motu proprio Traditionis custodes, for the reasons you all
know. However, in all reality, this new situation that has arisen, shows more than ever

that the position of the Society of Saint Pius X is the only viable position that holds
together.

I am, perhaps, not the best person to say it, but there are facts that are objective and
they are obvious.

Why is that? Simply because even if the various institutes under Ecclesia Dei, who are
directly implicated by this motu proprio, are not part of the Society of Saint Pius X, they
exist however, because the Society of Saint Pius X exists. Their origin, from a general
point of view, is linked in one way or another to the history of the Society. Therefore
they depend upon it, at least indirectly. Furthermore, this new situation underlines even
more the scope of the Society’s role and mission — and inevitably, the need for Tradition
in its entirety.

Tradition is a single unit, because the Faith is one. The need for an unhindered
profession of this Faith is now felt more than ever. First and foremost, the true freedom
of God’s children is the freedom to profess their Faith.

Pope Francis’ opposition

If I may digress for a moment... We are inevitably going to talk about the Ecclesia Det
institutes. Therefore, I would like to make it clear that on a personal level, I have
nothing against those who belong to these institutes — neither the faithful, nor their
members. We are totally outside the realm of personal opposition. On the human level,
everywhere there are nice people and unbearable people. This is true for the whole of
humanity, and it is also true for us, in a certain manner. I insist on this preliminary
remark as it will allow me to be freer in my presentation.

The problem is not that the Society of Saint Pius X could “launch an attack on the
Ecclesia Dei institutes”. In fact, at the moment, it is Pope Francis himself who seems
to be tired of the Fcclesia Dei institutes, and more generally, tired of all priests who
are attached to the Tridentine Mass. So let us go back to the beginning of Ecclesia Dex.
This text, of July 22 1988!, contains the condemnation of the Society of Saint Pius X
and of Archbishop Lefebvre, and also reaches out to the Ecclesia Dei institutes.

! Apostolic letter Ecclesia Dei adflicta of the Supreme Pontiff John Paul II, given motu proprio in Rome
on July 2, 1988.

“A Commission is instituted whose task it will be to collaborate with the bishops, with the Departments
of the Roman Curia and with the circles concerned, for the purpose of facilitating full ecclesial
communion of priests, seminarians, religious communities or individuals until now linked in various
ways to the Fraternity founded by Monsignor Lefebvre, who may wish to remain united to the Successor
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Even if it is well known, it is worth reading a few passages so as to make comments on
it, in the light of recent events.

The motu proprio Ecclesia Dei adflicta

First of all, here is the theological reason why Archbishop Lefebvre and the Society
were condemned: “The root of this schismatic act can be discerned in an incomplete
and contradictory notion of Tradition. Incomplete, because it does not take sufficiently
into account the living character of Tradition, which, as the Second Vatican Council
clearly taught, "comes from the apostles and progresses in the Church with the help of
the Holy Spirit. There is a growth in insight into the realities and words that are being
passed on. This comes about in various ways. It comes through the contemplation and
study of believers who ponder these things in their hearts. It comes from the intimate
sense of spiritual realities which they experience. And it comes from the preaching of
those who have received, along with their right of succession in the episcopate, the
sure charism of truth".

“But especially contradictory is a notion of Tradition which opposes the universal
Magisterium of the Church possessed by the Bishop of Rome and the Body of Bishops.
It is impossible to remain faithful to the Tradition while breaking the ecclesial bond
with him to whom, in the person of the Apostle Peter, Christ himself entrusted the
ministry of unity in his Church.”

And there you have the crux of the problem.

This act of Archbishop Lefebvre, in 1988 — like the entire history of the Society of Saint
Pius X - is an act of fidelity to the Catholic Church. It is an act of fidelity to the Pope,
to the Catholic hierarchy and to souls. And that is regardless of what the Roman
authorities may say or not say. Regardless of what they think or what they prefer not
to think.

On the other hand, with the notion of a Living Tradition, what do we end up with? It
was difficult to foresee it in 1988. However today, we have Amoris leetitia, we have the
worship of the Earth, and we have the Pachamama. And there are other consequences
that we don’t know about yet, because with this dynamic and evolutionary notion of
Tradition, you can end up with absolutely any result. In truth, they are in another
dimension. They are cut off from the Tradition that is rooted in the Apostles and in
Divine Revelation, and which is itself a source of Revelation.

A little further on, in the same text, we find the outstretched hand of Pope John Paul II,
towards those who were to become “Ecclesia Dei” groups:

“I wish especially to make an appeal both solemn and heartfelt, paternal and fraternal,
to all those who until now have been linked in various ways to the movement of

Peter in the Catholic Church, while preserving their spiritual and liturgical traditions, in the light of the
Protocol signed on 5™ May last, by Cardinal Ratzinger and Mgr Lefebvre” (Ecclesia Dei adflicta, N° 6a).
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Archbishop Lefebvre, that they may fulfil the grave duty of remaining united to the Vicar
of Christ in the unity of the Catholic Church, and of ceasing their support in any way
for that movement. Everyone should be aware that formal adherence to the schism is

a grave offence against God and carries the penalty of excommunication decreed by
the Church's law.

“To all those Catholic faithful who feel attached to some previous liturgical and
disciplinary forms of the Latin tradition I wish to manifest my will to facilitate their
ecclesial communion by means of the necessary measures to guarantee respect for
their rightful aspirations.”

You can easily see the problem here. Unity is obtained through the Faith. Unity cannot
be achieved by an indult or a privilege, which, for some, aims at one thing, and for
others, the opposite. For the priests and faithful who wanted to keep the Tridentine
Mass, it was the way of keeping to Tradition, albeit in a certain form. However, for the
Roman authorities — who are now openly admitting it — it was a way of making them
adhere, slowly but surely, to the “conciliar Church” and to adhere to the Church’s
modern way of thinking. All this was established and promised in the light of the
protocol signed on May 5%, 19882, by Cardinal Ratzinger and Archbishop Lefebvre. So
let’s now look back at the wisdom of Archbishop Lefebvre.

Archbishop Lefebvre signed this protocol and, if you like, he held to it for a few hours.
But after spending the night in prayer and solitude, he understood what God expected
him to do. He who had to take a decision that would be so important for history, so
important for the Church and for souls, understood after a few hours in solitude, what
those who are part of “Ecclesia Dei” can also understand, thirty years later.

2 Between April 15™ and May 5%, 1988, Archbishop Lefebvre estimated that he had obtained a good
agreement, which would ensure the stability and continuity of his work. Thus, on May 4™, he took part
in final discussions in Albano, and on May 5™ he signed the declaration of the Protocol of Accord in
Rome, on the Feast of Saint Pius V. The Protocol of Accord that Archbishop Lefebvre agreed to sign
states that “for practical and psychological reasons, the consecration of a member of the Society as a
bishop appears useful” (N°5, 2). However, no date was set. As he was signing the protocol, Cardinal
Ratzinger gave Archbishop Lefebvre a letter, dated April 28" 1988, which sowed confusion and
disappointment in the mind of this great churchman.

The very next day, Friday May 6%, Archbishop Lefebvre wrote to Cardinal Ratzinger the following lines:
“Yesterday it was with real satisfaction that I put my signature to the Protocol drafted during the
preceding days. However, you yourself witnessed my deep disappointment upon reading the letter that
you gave me, bringing the Holy Father’s answer concerning the episcopal consecrations. Practically, I
am asked to postpone the episcopal consecrations to an unspecified later date. This would be the fourth
time that it would have been postponed. The date of June 30" was clearly indicated in one of my previous
letters as the final possible date. I have already given you a folder concerning the candidates. There are
still two months to draw up the mandate. Given the particular circumstances of this proposal, the Holy
Father can very well shorten the procedure so that the mandate be communicated to us around mid-
June. In the event of a negative answer, I would find myself in conscience obliged to proceed with the
consecration, relying upon the authorisation given by the Holy See in the Protocol for the consecration
of one bishop member of the Society.” See: https:/fsspx.news/en/news-events/news/30-years-ago-
operation-survival-story-episcopal-consecrations-3-39154



https://fsspx.news/en/news-events/news/30-years-ago-operation-survival-story-episcopal-consecrations-3-39154
https://fsspx.news/en/news-events/news/30-years-ago-operation-survival-story-episcopal-consecrations-3-39154
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“The Benedict XVI experience”

One thing that is important to understand, and even if it has been mentioned this
morning, it is important to return to, what I call in a simplified way, “the Benedict XVI
experience”: Summorum Pontificum?, which must be understood in the light of the
“hermeneutic of continuity”, the major axis of the pontificate of Benedict XVI.

With Summorum Pontificun
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