
Dear Friends,

Just a few weeks ago we were contemplating the 
incarnation of our Lord in its many beautiful aspects. 
Now Lent is upon us once again and we must press 

on to claim all the graces which this season offers. 
It is a challenge from holy mother Church to forge 
ahead with new vigor.

Lent is a time to turn away from the cares of the 
world and, through prayer and penance, to look for 
renewal from within.

Without prayer, the troubles of the world can weigh 
heavily on us. Recent news headlines can leave us 
discouraged about the present state of the world, the 
culture, and even the Church:

The Warmth of the Faith 
in the Wintry North

preserving
Catholic Tradition



– Same sex marriage is the law of the land in an 
ever-growing number of formerly Christian nations

– “Gender theorists” tell our children that male and 
female are “constructs of our narrow-mindedness” 
rather than the essence of our identity given as 
gifts from God

– A heroic pro-life journalist faces imprisonment for 
exposing grisly details of a cash-for-body-parts cri-
minal enterprise, while the perpetrators run free

– Terrorist attacks on Christian culture are rampant 
throughout European nations

– Church leaders seriously consider communion 
for the divorced and remarried, and encourage 
indifferentism in YouTube videos suggesting all 
religions are the same

There is a sickness in the world that will not be 
overturned by the Supreme Court, won’t be legisla-
ted away by the government, and won’t be cured by 
the leaders of the Church. This demon will only be 
driven out by prayer and fasting.

Where do we find such prayer? We find it in good 
Catholic families. In parents and grandparents tea-
ching prayer to the young, by example. By families 
who sacrifice to educate their children in the Faith. 
It is in the traditions of the Faith. It is taught in SSPX 
chapels and schools and practiced by innocent child-
ren who grow up to become priests, religious, and 
upright parents, who keep and teach the traditions of 
the Church and spread their faith to others.

As we pray, so shall we believe; and as we believe, 
so shall we act, and live. This is how the culture will 
be changed. It’s the only way that has ever worked: 
restoring all things in Christ, one soul at a time.

This is implicitly understood at every SSPX cha-
pel and school. As Catholics, for us to do our part, 
we must support all of our chapels and schools.

 
In the northernmost part of New York, nestled in 

the foothills of the Adirondacks, 20 miles from the 
banks of the St. Lawrence River, sits tiny St. Therese 
Church and Academy. She was built by the hands of 
her parishioners, with the intentions of giving glory 
to God and preserving the traditions of the Faith. 
Standing firm against the cold north winds that blow 
down from the Canadian prairies, St. Therese has 
yielded a harvest of five priests, two brothers, four sis-
ters and three seminarians. It is from tiny chapels and 
schools like this, all over the world, that the Church 
and the culture will be restored.

 Starting as a parish home-school group in 1986, 
the Academy moved to the building constructed 
by parishioners, on donated land, in 1993. The first 
Mass in the new mission chapel was celebrated in 
1998 on Christmas day.  After years as a mission it 
became a priory in 2012 and now serves Catholics in 
the Nicholville area as well as Canadians who cross 
the border to attend the church and school. 

St. Therese priory also serves the Dominican 
teaching sisters in nearby Massena, who run Holy 
Name of Jesus Academy.  This K-12 girls’ boarding 
school also educates day students from the parish, 
while the K-8 boys attend St. Therese Academy.

Although the souls of St. Therese Church appear 
to be thriving, the same cannot be said about the 
church and school buildings. Now nearing the quar-
ter-century mark, they are in serious need of repair 
to ensure they remain a safe and healthy environ-
ment for students and parishioners alike. The most 
urgent problem is the church’s roof, which has been 
defeated by the elements. The intense winds in this 
region, some of coldest temperatures in the US, and 
mountains of snow have caused a significant loss of 
shingles and a constant need for patching.

Those same winds have taken a toll on the 
Academy’s siding, which plays an important part in 
insulating the classrooms. Without that protection, 
the aging furnace must work even harder to keep 
the building warm. The strain of heating classrooms 
through 23 brutal winters has pushed the furnace to 
its limit and a replacement must be obtained within 
the year. Without an efficient and reliable heat 
source, the students of St. Therese Academy very 
likely will not be able to attend class during extreme 
cold spells, which can last weeks at a time. In all, 
the repairs to the siding, furnace, and roof will cost 
an estimated $75,000—an imposing sum for a small 
rural parish. 

We are all aware of the shortage of vocations in 
these perilous times. We speak of the need for holy 
priests, for missionaries, for solid Catholic families 
in this time of crisis. It is in parishes and schools 
just like Nicholville where the seeds of these vocati-
ons are planted. 

This is why I am asking the faithful across the 
US to come to the aid of St. Therese Church and 
Academy. 



St. Therese Church  
and Academy 
Nicholville, NY

view all our fundraising programs  
on our website sspx.org

Patchwork preservation of buildings is simply not 
a prudent, long-term solution. We must secure the fu-
ture of St. Therese before the problems reach a criti-
cal point and are even more expensive and difficult to 
resolve. Will you join me in safeguarding this haven 
of traditional Catholicism in northern New York? 

St. Paul also instructs us to “bear one another’s bur-
dens” if we are “to fulfill the law of Christ.” (Gal: 6:2) 
Those of you who value the religious vocations and 
solid families that have come from this parish must as-
sist in her hour of need. Will you help bear the burdens 
of this rural parish with a gift of $           —or more— 
to provide the church and Academy with heating and 
sound shelter during the bitter winters to come?

Trusting in your continued generosity I remain,

PS: Will you join me in fortifying St. Therese 
Church and Academy to keep it a solid building 
block for the rebuilding of the Church?

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Father Jürgen Wegner
United States District Superior



Donate now to (re)build the Church 
for a promising future.

Below: A detailed view 
of the damage to the roof 
and siding on St. Therese 
Church.

Students of St. Therese Academy greet 
His Excellency Bishop Fellay during a 
recent visit.


