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Tinotenda Mwari! Deo Gratias! In shona or in latin, 
Thanks be to God! After three years of trial, two 
priests are now resident in Zimbabwe for the 
apostolate of Saint Joseph Priory. What a relief and 
what a joy for all the parishioners, the return at last 
of the stability at the priory with their appointed 
priests, confessors and regular pastors of souls. 
Confidence is restored and parish life starts again, 
Holy mass and confessions of course, but also all 
the devotions, catechisms, sick calls, preparation 
for the reception of the sacraments, the associations 
for the youth, Altar boys, Saint Andrew’s Society, 
the Eucharistic Crusade, the Ignatian retreats, the 
Legion of Mary, for the poor and all the rest.  

As you know, Maundy Thursday 2011 was epic, the 
two priests and the brother had to leave the country 
straight away, leaving behind them everything, 
through lack of having a resident permit in the 
country, and to the utter distraught of the faithful 
who appreciated them so much.What a Cross 
indeed for that famous Good Friday, it will remain 
written in the parish records! 

Father Duverger reacted 
immediately to this serious 
situation in his district and all was 
organized from South Africa to 
send replacement priests. 
However the priests could only 
come to the country for short 
periods of time. It was a lot of 
strain upon all the priests in 
Southern Africa, already very busy 
with their respective apostolates, 
taking turns travelling to give 
Holy Mass at the priory.  

The priests had to sacrifice their 
community life, they found 
themselves alone, having to leave 
their post in order to come to help 

the faithful in Zimbabwe, then back in South Africa, 
alone again, since the other confrere had to take 
over. It happened that the priests had only 15 
minutes of common life within two consecutive 
months, on a bench at the airport, to swap priory 
keys and hear each other’s confession. And, what a 
burden to run all these houses from a distance, 
without the support of mutual help between priests, 
to do the work in a few days which others were 
doing as a team and with ample time.  

However it was worth doing it, for the souls 
redeemed at the price of the blood of Our Saviour 
deserved we would mingle with it our efforts. We 
had to maintain at all costs the priestly presence for 
these courageous souls, faithful for more than 27 
years to Tradition and to the Society Saint Pius X. 
Then everybody redoubled their prayers, with 
novenas to Saint Joseph, the patron Saint of the 
priory, not to mention all the administrative 
attempts to obtain the visas for the priests, which 
are far from being easy here in Africa where 
everything takes more time and efforts than 
anywhere else.

Dear friends and benefactors of Zimbabwe,
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Then the prayers have been heard, after many unsuccessful endeavors the 
news came late in 2013, on the feast day of the Holy Rosary, one permit 
was granted. It was dated on the feast of Saint Therese of Lisieux, and for 
Father de Clausonne then posted in Cape Town, who learned the news 
while being on a mission in Madagascar. After a farewell to his faithful he 
came on time to celebrate Christmas in Harare. The second visa was 
refused, but the holy angels were not overcome; after an appeal to the 
decision a second permit was finally granted for Father Saa, who was 
ministering in Durban. He joined the priory in February this year after 
leaving another confrere his flourishing mission among the zulus. 
« A brother helped by his brother is an impregnable citadel » says the 
proverb, and the devil wanted to besiege it, striking a blow to the 
community life of the priests, precisely so dear to Archbishop Lefebvre 
who knew well its importance. What a happiness indeed to have it again, 
Thank you, dear Lord!  

We now have one year visas with good hope to be 
able to renew them. So our situation is now 
regularized and we start again on a solid 
foundation of a legal residency; all the 
Zimbabwean authorities who showed forbearance 
to us have our sincere gratitude. 
Nevertheless, to tell you frankly, dear friends and 
benefactors, this trial was not without damage to 

our apostolate and our financial situation. We had to close down several 
Mass centers and the school, and it was too early for some of our faithful 
who were not yet confirmed in their Faith, and too weak yet to bear such a 
cross. Some of them, alas, went back to their pagan practices because of 
lack of follow up from their shepherd of souls. It is a bit like the frost in 
springtime that ruins the whole harvest for the season. The missionary 
priest knows it, the blossoming of a soul to divine grace is an extremely 
delicate work that needs perseverance and constant attention. The devil 
himself knows this very well also he would discourage many people by 
having the priests leave their flock. The faithful amidst the faithful are 
those of the first hours, who already had their convictions experienced in 
the trial of combat.  
Thus the two new priests have a colossal work to do, looking for all those 
souls whose names are recorded in our parish registers and who 
definitely ought to return to the fold of salvation!

How to 
help us?

D 
Write a cheque out to :  
« Society Saint Pius X » 

D 
if in $ US send it to :  

SSPX African Missions 
New Regina Coeli House 
11 485 North Farley Rd. 

Platte City, MO 64079 - USA 
D 

or if in $ AUD send it to : 
SSPX African Missions 

280 West Botany St 
Rockdale NSW 2216 - 

Australia 
D 

or if in £ GBP send it to : 
St George’s House 
125 Arthur Road, 

Wimbledon Park - London 
SW19 7DR - Great Britain 

D 
In any case 

write a note saying  
« For Saint Joseph Priory, 

ZIMBABWE »  
(Very important) 

D

Thank
 

you s
o 

much!

May 

God 

Bless 

You

The Legion 
of Mary

« A brother 
helped by his 
brother is an 
impregnable 
citadel »
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But what a hard blow also to our finances! All these 
flight tickets have simply bankrupted the finances of 
the priory, in the precise time when, because of the 
lack of maintenance for too long a time, the priory 
needs a multitude of expensive repairs to function 
normally again. To tell you the truth plainly, in order 
to survive such an exceptional situation and to avoid 
total wreckage, the parish car which the confreres had 
brought thanks to your generosity had to be sold last 
year already… 
But now is the time for rebuilding, we are full of 
courage, but we do need your help earnestly. This 

crisis was very hard and very heavy to bear, in a time when the memories and wounds of previous crises were 
still alive, when there was nothing left to eat in the shops and you were so charitable in sending to Father 
Gendron boxes full of food and other necessary items. Today, we need to hit the road again for the missions 
in Tafara, Kuwadzana and even outside our borders in nearby Zambia, but we won’t be able to do it on foot! 
Our bills exceed our poor income, but our hearts cling to a huge hope because the work and the prayers are 
gaining back a few souls already, we doubled the number of our faithful in one month, among which more 
than a hundred have registered for catechism.  
Dearly friends, Zimbabwe is a beautiful country that can give to God so many 
beautiful souls, it is a country that suffered a lot, but which has the benefit of still 
being protected from the decadence of Western countries in many aspects. Here 
one can go to jail for an attempt against modesty, we are so far away from the 
madness that feeds your daily news. From the Cross of trial, new flowers of Africa 
can blossom again as was the case of the priestly vocation of Father Pius 
Nanthambwe, not even ten years have passed between his baptism here, and his 
ordination received last December in our Seminary La Reja. A fruit of your past 
generosities, what emotion at his first Holy Mass and his first blessings! We are also glad to send to the 
Brothers’ novitiate a young man, Paul Chomba, and yet we are already in need of him now!  

So please help us, by your prayers and your lenten alms for our Mission, and you will enable us to save souls 
and would you allow only one single soul to be saved that your own salvation would be comforted! We will 
offer Holy Mass during six consecutive first Saturdays for all the intentions of all our benefactors. 
May God bless you all and may Saint Joseph protect you! 

Feast of Saint Joseph, 
Father de Clausonne+ 

The Holy Cross, seeds of vocations 
Dear friends and benefactors, 
Allow me to introduce myself. My Name is Father Pius 
Nanthambwe. I am a product of the Zimbabwe Priory and 
the current prior Fr de Clausonne has asked to write you a 
few words. I was ordained on the 21st of December 2014 at 
the Seminary of the Society of St Pius the Tenth in La Reja 
Argentina. My Seminary formation started in the Seminary 
at Goulburn Australia and I was only sent to Argentina to 
complete my theological studies. Eight years have passed 
since my baptism by Fr Gendron, to whom I am more 
grateful than I could ever know how to express. It was he 
who first recognized my vocation and offered me the 
opportunity to stay at the priory for a year’s discernment 
after which, if the priests were of the opinion that my 
vocation was solid enough they would send me off to one of 
our five seminaries.

Holy Mass of six 
consecutive first 
saturdays will be 
offered for all our 

benefactors

The first  
Holy Mass

the priestly 
ordination
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Nor was I to sit idle during this one year. The priests, Fr Saa and Fr 
Gendron, in spite of their hectic apostolate, managed to find the time to 
give me lessons in Latin, liturgy and a little bit of the French language, in 
case the superiors should have decided to send me to Econe, the French 
speaking Seminary of the Society in Switzerland. The studies were 
restricted to the morning, while the afternoons were dedicated either to 
gardening, paying bills, preparing Catechism, general repairs, and sorting 
out the donations from France. This last activity deserves special mention 
given that high probability that the same benefactors we had then still 
continue to be generous towards Zimbabwe all these years later.  

My stay at the Priory coincided with the crisis Zimbabwe went through 
some six to eight years back. We had reached the point where it was 
almost impossible to find food in the shops, when Fr Gendron, moved to 
compassion by the plight of his faithful had the inspired to ask the 
Faithful from France and Germany and Switzerland to begin to send 
through the post in the orange boxes which apparently are well known 
that side. It was thus that began a steady flow of Tuna, desiccated 
potatoes, lentils, sugar, flour, salt, clothes, stationary and even toys for 
the children. It mainly the S.A.S girls who were in charge of the sorting of 
the donations and their repackaging for distribution among the more 
necessitated of our faithful while it was my particular task to compile all 
the return addresses of the benefactors and print out etiquettes to 
facilitate the task of sending each one of them a Thank-you note.  

Owing to this my involvement, I was able to have some idea of your 
generosity, which continued to grow during my absence in the Seminary 
to the extent that the Fathers were able to begin to bring in food from 
South Africa by the truck-load, and even start 
a school to give the younger of our faithful the 
catholic formation that their parents were not 
fortunate enough to have received. 
Unfortunately the School suffered then 
insuperable difficulties and had to be 
suspended indefinitely, but the hope to able 
to resuscitate lives on in the hearts of all the 
priests and faithful of Zimbabwe.  

By the grace of God on Sunday the 19th of January, I was able to say Mass 
at the very same altar at which I first saw a traditional Mass, before which 
I made my baptismal promises, made my first Communion, was 
confirmed and have so often knelt to thank the Good Lord for all the 
graces He has rained upon so unworthy a head as mine.  
On behalf of all the faithful of Zimbabwe, I thank you all for your spiritual 
and material assistance; please don’t tire in your generosity. I’m sure the 
new prior and His vicar Fr Saa, who have just received their residence 
permits will be counting on your charity to be able to restore the 
Zimbabwe priory to the full functionality it hasn’t enjoyed these past 
three years when the priests have had to endlessly leaving and entering 
the country.  
I, for my part, will be mindful of you at the altar of God in the Holy Mass 
to which I shall unite my own poor prayers. God bless you.  
In union of Hearts and Prayers… 

Fr Nanthambwe+

I was able to say 
Mass at the very 

same altar before 
which I made my 

baptismal promises

Zimbabwe

A wonderful country, 
a Mission of the Society 

for 27 years!

Father Saa 
with his 
passport

Bishop Fellay with 
Father de Clausonne
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