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The annual Santa Fe Pilgrimage to
LYONS, KS was held from Friday, July
25 (the feast of St. James the Greater,

patron of Church Militant, Spain and of the pilgrimage) to
July 26, and led by Fr. Thomas Scott.  Despite the small attendance
(14 men and boys from the Kansas City, St. Louis, and St. Mary’s
chapels), due to conflicting chapels’ events schedules, the spirit
was optimistic.

Retracing the Santa Fe Trail which Fr. Juan de Padilla walked
before his martyrdom in 1542, the physical object of the 33-
mile long pilgrimage in the heart of the United States is the
26' tall, granite “Padilla Cross” situated 3 miles west of Lyons,
which marks the spot of the Quivera Indian village where Fr.
Padilla planted a wooden cross during an earlier visit (possibly
in 1539). The spiritual object however is the restoration of Christ
the King as the Sovereign of our country as our Catholic
predecessors from Catholic Spain had intended, typified by the
pilgrimage’s traditionally sung battle-cry of the Cristeros: Viva
Cristo Rey!

Fr. Padilla was a Spanish Franciscan who arrived in Mexico
about 1528, where he was a missionary amongst the various

Mexican Indians, and governed two monasteries at different
times.  Having made a previous visit to the Lyons area, in 1540
he accompanied Coronado’s expedition from Culiacán, Mexico
through what are now the regions of Arizona, New Mexico,
Texas, Oklahoma and Kansas, in search of the “Seven Golden
Cities”.  Though offered a horse, Fr. Padilla refused out of humility
and in the spirit of self-abnegation and chose to walk the entire
expedition instead.  Also during the expedition, Fr. Padilla offered
the first recorded Mass in the United States on June 29, 1541,

Rendezvousing at Cows’ Creek park just off Highway 56,
Fr. Scott begins the pilgrimage with Mass and a rousing

sermon on the reasons for making the pilgrimage. After
Mass, the pilgrims were shuttled to the starting point,

roughly 34 miles east of the park.

Beginning early evening Friday, the men and boys continued
walking (with a short break for dinner and several smaller
breaks for water) throughout the night until Saturday morning.
Here some of those remaining on their feet can be seen making
the last mile to the Padilla Cross after passing “Ralph’s Ruts”,
where the wagon wheel ruts of the Santa Fe Trail are still visible.



near Ft. Dodge, KS.  A 38' tall, concrete cross now commemorates
the site of this Mass.

When Coronado decided to return to Mexico, Fr. Padilla
and his companions (a priest, brother and several laymen) elected
to stay behind in order to continue their missionary work amongst
the Quivera Indians. Some time later, Fr. Padilla left the village
and traveled northeast to evangelize the nearby Kaw Indians.  Out
of tribal jealousy (a symptom that the North American Martyrs
also had to contend with in later years), the Quiverans gave chase
and killed him, making him the Protomartyr of the United States,
however, his body has yet to be located, and so he has not been
canonized.

Designed specifically for
protecting the Sacred Species

during outdoor Masses, St.
Vincent’s portable altar has been
a welcomed piece of pilgrimage

equipment by priests on the
wind-swept plains of Kansas!

Despite his fatigue, Fr. Scott gave
another inspiring sermon during

Saturday morning’s Mass, this
time about the connection of

the cross with the Mass.

A map depicting the route of
the Coronado expedition,
whose path archeologists
have been able to plot
rather accurately based
upon Relación de la Jorna de
Cibola, a journal written in
1596 by soldier-participant,
Pedro de Castañeda and
various artifact finds (mainly
copper points from
crossbow arrows used by
the Spanish). The Santa Fe
Trail later followed much of
the same route.

The weary, but happy pilgrims pose for the camera at the end of
Mass with their American flag emblazoned with the entwined and
crowned Hearts of Jesus and Mary, and their red and yellow
pilgrimage flag (emblazoned with the cross and colors of St. James
of Compostela, Spain). After this shot, the pilgrims will drive into
the nearby town of Lyons for a much-needed breakfast and the
use of civilized facilities, causing one to wonder:“how did our
Catholic predecessors manage to do what they did?”


