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Dear Friends and Benefactors,

Please allow me to officially introduce you to our new and modest newsletter. Mater Misericordiae will 
keep you all informed about the Society of St. Pius X’s apostolate in Eastern Europe. The apostolate in these 
countries began in 1994 (3 years after the collapse of Soviet Communism), and it has been increasing ever 
since. Many of you have been faithfully supporting us for many years, and we think that it is now an ap-
propriate time, as a token of our sincere gratitude for so many prayers, sacrifices and donations, to send 
you this newsletter. As you saw, we chose “Mater Misericordiae”, - “Mother of Mercy”, for the title of this 
newsletter.  Firstly, this is because the most important sanctuary of Eastern Europe (except for Our Lady of 
Czestochowa in Poland) is the shrine of Our Lady Mother of Mercy, in Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania. Sec-
ondly, we chose this title because the Immaculata has shown a special love toward each of these countries 
throughout history. The whole history of Catholic Poland is a long list of miraculous interventions by Mary 
– therefore Saint Pius X did not hesitate to call it the “Bastion of the Faith”. Under the chief command of 
the Queen of Poland, Europe was preserved from the invasion of the pagan Huns and Tartars, from Protes-
tant Swedes, and also from the schismatic Orthodox. Also, when the Catholic faith first came to the Baltic 
countries in the 13th century Pope Innocent III gave these lands the special title, “Terra Mariana” – The land 
of Mary.  Finally, Our Lady revealed a special love for Russia in Fatima when She asked for its consecration 
to Her Immaculate Heart, and She promised that Russia would convert to the Catholic faith among other 
immense benefits for the world. A third reason for choosing this title is the fact that after more than 70 years 
of communism most of the people here have fallen not only into a material misery, but especially into a 
terrible spiritual misery. 

For 3 generations most of these people have had no education about the Truth, but only indoctrination 
about the “communist paradise”. Nearly all religious and moral practices had been destroyed in these 
countries (except some regions of Poland, Western Ukraine and Lithuania). Those who resisted the regime 
were brutally persecuted and murdered. In Ukraine the Byzantine Catholic Church existed only as an un-
derground church. Therefore, when we were sent to these countries we asked ourselves, “Could it be pos-
sible that the Immaculata would allow these countries (so beloved by Our Lady) to be corrupted anew by 
the invading materialism and modernism from the west after the fall of Communism because no voice of 
Tradition would now arise there? Certainly She would not allow this. Certainly She wants the light of Tradi-
tion to shine in this post-soviet region in order to heal souls from the soviet past and protect them from a 
hedonistic future. Mercy is the virtue which strives to alleviate the misery of another, and together with the 

THE APOSTOLATE

Mother of Mercy, our missionaries work to bring the light of 
Christ and the Catholic Truth. Two priests began here in 1994 
with absolutely nothing. Today we are 15 priests, 5 brothers, 
9 seminarians, 2 oblate sisters, 23 churches and chapels, and 
two congregations of Byzantine priests and sisters (see below: 
Latvia and Ukraine). We all witness daily that She is really the 
Mother of Mercy: miraculous conversions, true Catholic fami-
lies, vocations. But theses graces only come at the cost of many 
sacrifices, crosses, sufferings, and generous benefactors. We 
sincerely beg all of you to help us in Eastern Europe.

In Our Lord and the Immaculta,

Fr. Karl Stehlin



Holy Family 
ScHool

Our Traditional primary school, Holy 
Family, is located on the same prop-
erty as the Warsaw priory. It started 
in 2005 with 9 children. Today, 80 
children (ages 5 – 12) attend this 
school, and 30 of them are actually 
home-schoolers who are affiliated 
to our school. The education of the 
children (besides the ordinary school 
curriculum) includes choir lessons, 
altar serving (St. Stephen archconfra-
ternity) and artistic works (painting 
and theater). The school is dedicated 
to the Holy Family, and the students 
are taught to have a particular devo-
tion to the Infant Jesus, to the Holy 
Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph.
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POLAND
PRIORIES

The priory of Saint Pius X is currently the headquar-
ters of the Eastern European apostolate: 8 priests, 
2 brothers, and 4 polish pre-seminarians live here. 
Three Masses are celebrated each Sunday at our Im-
maculate Conception Church (built in 2005). Near-
ly 450 people are attending these masses, and this 
number is growing. During the holidays retreats are 
always preached here. The polish language publish-
ing house, TE DEUM, is also here and has already 
published around 1500 books and 4 different tradi-
tional bulletins. The 8 priests serve 17 chapels in Po-
land and 2 schools.

cHriSt tHe King Priory, 
Bajerze

We have 2 priests, 1 brother, and 1 oblate sister 
residing at Christ the King Priory. The prior is an 
American priest, Fr. John Jenkins. The 2 priests 

Priory oF tHe immacualte Heart, gdynia

The Priory of the Immaculate Heart of Mary houses 2 
priests and 1 brother. The Prior, Fr. Edmundas Naujokaitis, 
is from Lithuania and the other priest, Fr. Raivo Kokis, is 
from Latvia. These priests are responsible for the 4 northern 
Polish chapels, but they also occasionally visit their native 
countries to give lectures, retreats and spiritual direction.  
The priory is located on a small hill and easily visible to 
all. We recently obtained the permission to build a beauti-
ful bell tower, which will make our impact in the area even 
more significant. May St. Joseph grant us also the necessary 
means.

POLAND
ScHoolS

St. tHomaS aquinaS HigH ScHool

Near the Warsaw priory the SSPX runs Saint Thomas 
Aquinas High School, which currently has 62 stu-
dents. The school contains two separate buildings, 
one for the boys, and the other for the girls (each 
one with separate entry and recreation court). A third 
building contains some rooms in common:  secretary 
offices, chaplain’s office, teacher’s room, school cha-
pel, theater hall, library and gymnasium. The school 
started in 2009 with 12 students.  Since then the num-
ber has increased very quickly.  The “ratio studiorum” 
is patterned on the old curriculum and methods of 
Jesuit schools with an intensive focus on philosophy, 
literature, classical languages (latin, greek) and mod-
ern languages (english, german, french, spanish). The 
religious and moral life of the students is not only 
nourished by the Holy Mass and daily prayers, but 
also in performing sacred music and classic religious 
theater.

St. PiuS X Priory, WarSaW:
HeadquarterS oF tHe autonomouS HouSe

serve 4 chapels in the west of Poland. This priory is mainly used 
as a retreat house, and people from all over Poland come here for 
Ignatian and Marian retreats. The priory is a former manor from the 
18th century, and we have been slowly restoring it for about 13 
years, but there is still much to be finished...



Served from Kaunas Priory Served from Kaunas Priory
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LITHUANIA

St. caSimir Priory, KaunaS

& aušroS Vartai cHaPel

The SSPX apostolate of Tradition in Lithuania was 
originally served from the priory in Warsaw (1994 
-2002). Priests stationed there would occasionally 
visit the faithful in the cities of Vilnius and Kaunas 
in order to give conferences, retreats, and offer 
Holy Mass. There were of course many difficulties, 
but in June of 2002 the General Superior decided 
to establish a priory in Kaunas. We began to print 
books in the Lithuanian language, offer more reg-
ular retreats and pilgrimages, and a serious jour-
nal was published. Later, a new priory was pur-
chased in April 2004, but a lot of the construction 
still needed to be finished. After much work the 
new (and current) priory in Kaunas was finished in 
2009. Currently, 3 priests reside in Kaunas and the 
priory coordinates the SSPX apostolates in Lithu-
ania, Belarus, Estonia, and Russia.  

St. joSePH miSSion cHaPel, Šiauliai

The second chapel in Lithuania is located in a city 
called Šiauliai. This city is historically very impor-
tant because it is near the battlefield where the 
Lithuanians defeated the invading German Sword 
Brothers in the 13th century. The SSPX had origi-
nally purchased an old and abandoned synagogue 
here and turned it into a chapel for Tradition. How-
ever, after a few years a piece of property was of-
fered to us at an irresistible price. Therefore, we 
bought the property and built a very beautiful new 
wooden chapel. The faithful in Šiauliai are very 
generous and dedicate many hours to translating 
texts into Lithuanian in order that we can print 
good books and articles about Tradition.  

BELARUS

tHe aPoStolate in minSK

On Our Lady’s feast, February 2, 1995 a miracle hap-
pened. The rigorous authorities of the Belarusian gov-
ernment, after a thorough investigation, officially regis-
tered a Catholic community of the Traditional Latin Rite 
linked to the SSPX in Minsk, Belarus. We were told that 
a Russian Orthodox professor recommended the SSPX 
to the government as an organization founded by “the 
most honorable Catholic bishop of our time, Archbish-
op Marcel Lefebvre”. However, after this it was very 
difficult for Fr. Boesiger to form a true unity among the 
faithful, because many people attending the Mass were 
often motivated by material instead of religious needs.  
Yet, with retreats and the constant preaching of Catholic 
Truth a wonderful group of young people was formed.  
But building a church is still our dream. Our chapel, for 
the moment, is on the first floor of a very small house.

Pro-liFe moVement

The social problems in Belarus pressure many women to choose abortion. Since mercy seeks to alleviate the 
misery of others, we have established a pro-life/humanitarian aid organization in Minsk to help. We have 
helped almost 1600 pregnant women and mothers. A lady from the Social Welfare Program gave the following 
comment about our work: “Honestly, nobody works here like you!” Too often, humanitarian aid is abused in 
Belarus and does not reach the people in need. We organize this work from Switzerland using a distribution 
plan approved by the State. Most resources are donated by generous Swiss benefactors. 

Fr. SHane Pezzutti

Prior
Fr. marc PotVin



Served from Kaunas Priory
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ESTONIA

tHe aPoStolate in tallinn

Estonia is a tiny country with about 1.5 mil-
lion persons. Yet, there is only a total of about 
5,500 Catholics in the whole country. The ma-
jority of people in Estonia are without religion, 
while believers are either Russian Orthodox or 
Lutheran. In fact, Estonia was Catholic in the 
13th, 14th, and 15th centuries when it was a 
part of the “Terra Mariana” of Pope Innocent 
III and the later rule of Sweden. However, af-
ter the Reformation, Estonia became Lutheran.  
Later, the Russian Empire came into Estonia and 
brought Russian Orthodoxy, and finally Soviet 
Communism tried to destroy any remnants of 
religion. Unfortunately, Catholicism never had 
a strong foothold in Estonia. However, in the 
1970’s artists and thinkers began to discover the 
beauty and spirituality of the Catholic middle 
ages. One priest, Fr. Einar Laigna began to give 
lectures about these themes and to offer the Tra-
ditional Mass for some interested people. Later 
he invited the SSPX to Estonia, and so we began 
our work there. Estonia sometimes has 3 other 
Latin Masses besides ours, and we can say with 
certainty that our work in Estonia has influenced 
this. The SSPX has printed about 10 books in the 
Estonian language. We are also in contact with 
about 12 Lutheran Pastors who regularly attend 
retreats and spiritual direction in Warsaw. These 
Pastors are very close to converting, but many 
difficulties still stand in their way. 

RUSSIA

tHe aPoStolate in ruSSia

“In the end, my Immaculate Heart 
will triumph. The Holy Father will 
consecrate Russia to my Immaculate 
Heart and she will be converted, and 
a period of peace will be granted to 
the world.” The SSPX mission in Rus-
sia has faced enormous difficulties 
over the last 15 years including: visa 
difficulties for priests, very long trav-
els into Russia, finding official status 
there, learning the language, danger-
ous environments for priests, finding 
trust-worthy faithful, avoiding the sus-
picious eye of the Russian Orthodox 
church, avoiding problems with the 
government, etc. The devil has cer-

Served from Kaunas Priory

tainly fought very hard to prevent our work in Russia. We have seen very little fruit from our efforts. But with 
all of our hearts and souls we trust the words of Our Lady of Fatima, and we somehow continue to assist the 
Immaculata’s Triumph in Russia. Our work is still very humble there. We have no property in Russia, and our 
schedule only allows our priests to visit there once a month. We visit a small group of faithful (about 20 persons) 
in Moscow, and a smaller group in St. Petersburg (about 10 persons). We are forced to rent conference halls 
or have our Masses in the apartments of the faithful. All of this can be discouraging, but we constantly remind 
ourselves of the promises of Our Lady of Fatima and Her love for Russia and our hope and fervor quickly return. 
About 5 books have been printed by the SSPX in Russian, including the very first Latin/Russian Missal and Arch-
bishop Lefebvre’s “They Have Uncrowned Him”. Our dream is to build a priory in Moscow and a church in St. 
Petersburg, places and sanctuaries of Catholic Tradition, which Our Lady can use as her instruments in Russia. 

PlanS For a neW cHaPel

For the last 3 years the SSPX has had plans to build a Church in 
Tallinn, but because of many difficulties with the government, 
the neighbors, and the local Catholic bishop the project has 
been delayed. We are praying for the building permission to 
be given by the end of this year so that we can begin to build 
in 2014. It will be a very special occasion when this Catholic 
church is built in Estonia. We beg for your prayers and support. 
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LATVIA

For many years now we have had contact with a 
group of Traditional Byzantine Catholics in Latvia, 
and for about 6 years we have been sending one of 
our SSPX priests once a month to them in order to 
take care of the Catholics of the Latin Rite, who are 
also linked to this group. This year our General Su-
perior founded for the Traditional Byzantine clergy 
the Society of Saint John the Baptist, which has 2 
priests, 1 deacon, 1 brother and 2 nuns (formerly Stu-
dites). A property has been built together with them 
in the center of Riga, and within the next few years a 
church will also be built for both the Byzantine and 
Latin Rites.

When Providence will grant us enough priests, this 
property will become an SSPX priory. Because the 
country is divided into 3 main religions (Catholics 
Orthodox, Protestants), the SSPX will work to con-
vert Novus Ordo Catholics and Protestants, while the 
Society of Saint John will work in order to bring the 
schismatic Orthodox back to the Catholic Church.

UKRAINE
tHe Society oF St. joSaPHat

In 1997 a group of Ukrainian Byzantine Catholic priests discovered the SSPX in Fatima during the 80th an-
niversary celebrations there. The contacts grew, and in 1999 the General Superior united these Ukrainian 
Byzantine Catholics into the Society of Saint Josaphat. In the year 2000, the seminary of the Immaculate Heart 
was opened for the seminarians of the Byzantine Ukrainian Tradition in Lvov, and a group of sisters were es-
tablished as the a congregation of Basilian sisters of the Divine Mercy. The founding priests were all parish 
priests, and when they joined Tradition, they were each “excommunicated”. Many lost their parishes, but 3 
priests were able to keep theirs because the churches were owned by their faithful. 

The Society of St. Josaphat works especially for the message of Fatima to be realized in Russia, against ecu-
menism with the schismatic Orthodox, and against modernism and liberalism within the Church. They have a 
very unique Byzantine Eastern Tradition there in Lvov which actually utilizes many Latin devotions and cus-
toms, but these devotions have been a part of their tradition for many centuries. Today in Western Ukraine the 
Society of Saint Josaphat has 22 priests, 14 seminarians, 19 Basilian sisters and around 15,000 faithful in 19 
churches and chapels.

tHe aPoStolate in riga



Legal notice
The Society of St. Pius X Foreign Missions Trust is a U.S. nonprofit, charitable trust, which has received a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status determination from the Internal Revenue Service. 

As such, donations made to this trust are tax-deductible. 
Donations intended for specific foreign missions are only considered recommendations. 

Trustees retain discretion and control over all disbursements to the SSPX’s foreign missions.

Prayer
We beg you to remember our priests, faithful and our apostolate in your prayers. Perhaps you could 

dedicate one Rosary per month for us here in Eastern Europe?  Thank you for remembering us!. 

VolunteerS
The Kaunas priory is looking for volunteers (men) to help us with sacristy work, serving, ceremonies, yard 

work, maintenance etc. If you are interested in volunteering please contact us.

donate
You can also help the Foreign Missions in Eastern Europe financially, which can be done in two ways:

Online, by visiting sspx.org: click Donate now! 
Follow the form and remember to designate your donation to the Foreign Missions Trust.

In each case, please specify that your gift is for the Eastern European Missions.
We appreciate your generosity and greatly depend on your help to continue the missions here in Eastern Europe. 

your HelP iS needed in eaStern euroPe

militia immaculatae
One of the important apostolates in East-
ern Europe is the MILITIA IMMACULATAE 
(Knighthood of the Immaculate) founded by 
St. Maximilian Kolbe in 1917. After Vatican 
II The M.I. also fell into the trap of ecumen-
ism, and so in 2000 the General Superior re-
newed the M.I. according to its original spir-
it. Many of our faithful are already “knights 
of the Immaculata”, fighting under the ban-
ner of She, Who crushes the head of Satan.  
These knights of the Immaculata work as 
humble instruments of the Mediatrix of all 
Graces for the conversion of sinners.

By mail

Kaunas Priory: 
Šv. Kazimiero Prioratas, 

Birutes 1 gatve, 
Kaunas, Lietuva  45320

prioratas@fsspx.lt

By mail

Warsaw Priory: 
Przeorat p.w. Św. Piusa X, 

ul. Garncarska 32, 
Warszawa, Polska  04-886

info@piusx.org.pl

The icon of Our Lady, Mother of Mercy, as displayed at the Gate of Dawn (Aušros Vartai),
in Vilnius, Lithuania

contact uS online

www.fsspx.ee
Estonia

www.fsspx.lt
Lithuania

www.piusx.org.pl
Poland

www.fsspx.of.by
Belarus

www.fsspx.ru
Russia

In North America: 
By Check or Money Order

sent in USD to the Regina Coeli House 
11485 N. Farley Rd., Platte City, MO  64079

In Europe:
By Bank Transfer 
to the Father Damien Foundation:
Account #: LT44 7290 0000 0170 0223

- or -

http://sspx.org
https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/sspx
http://www.fsspx.ee
http://www.fsspx.lt
http://www.fsspx.of.by
http://www.fsspx.ru

